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Sharing in the Ministry—Rediscovering Macedonia

What’s INSIDE

Over the years, our culture—including many a church and religious minded folk—has insisted that life is
to be lived in pursuit of perfection. From the smallest to the biggest of tasks it’s about giving 110%! But,
this climbing-the-ladder-of-success, winning-at-all-costs, perfection seeking mentality is a self-defeating,
soul-crushing lie. Far from life-giving, this perfection seeking, more often than not, forms us into a people
who make impossible judgments and demands on ourselves and others.
These unreasonable expectations result in a tendency toward superiority, impatience, and dismissiveness.
What’s more, life lived in the pursuit of perfection, holiness, saintliness is life lived in pursuit of that
which is unachievable, thus robbing us of gratitude and cheating us of happiness. Benedictine monk,
David Steindl-Rast reminds us, “In daily life we must see that it is not happiness that makes us grateful,
but gratefulness that makes us happy.”
Enter into the scene the church at Corinth. Corinth was a gentile city that reflected the great diversity in
the ancient world. They were far from a perfect church, and wrote to Paul on multiple occasions seeking
advice to help sort out their differences. But as you are hopefully picking up through our stewardship
emphasis this year 2 Corinthians 8 is a chapter devoted to helping the church embrace a joyful vision of
God’s abundant love and an invitation into our freedom as children of God to be generous in everything!
To put it more simply, God is much more concerned with our generosity than our desire for perfection!
Indeed, the good news for us is God is not seeking perfection, not in individuals nor in the communities
we form. Rather, God loves it when we practice a spirituality that acknowledges our imperfection and that
of our neighbors without judgment, but rather allows us all to respond generously in all that we have! It
is a way of living and serving that asks us to embrace humility—a humility that suspends judgement and
embraces compassion and mercy. This is a far cry from chasing after the perfection the world demands,
and even more it opens us up to being real with ourselves, being wholly, authentically who we are, so that
we may discover that it’s not joy that makes us grateful, but rather gratitude—begun and ended in
Christ—that makes us joyful!
At the end of this month, you will be invited to reflect on God’s grace and the gratitude that brings into
your life. You will also be invited to respond in the divine drama of giving as God has empowered you!
Not so that we can have the perfect congregation here at Messiah, nor even engage in holiest of ministries.
But rather, so that we can be wholly real and fully engaged in the work of proclaiming the Good News of
Jesus Christ! For that is and always will be the most grateful of callings we can engage in together!
Grace and Peace,
Pr. Erik

SEPTEMBER BIBLE READINGS

SEPTEMBER COMMUNION
ASSISTANTS AND ACOLYTES

SEPTEMBER
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

SEPTEMBER 3 & 4
Deuteronomy 3-:15-20
Psalm 1
Philemon 1-21
Luke 14:25-33

SEPTEMBER 4
Communion Assistants
Lisa Buetow
Joe Kempf
Acolytes
Kye Fay
Lucy Fay

SEPTEMBER 3
Reader
Teresa Rader

SEPTEMBER 10 & 11
Exodus 32:7-14
Psalm 51:1-10
What’s
INSIDE
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10

SEPTEMBER 11
Communion Assistants
Casey Hoersten
Vickie Greene
Acolytes
Jocelyn Schweitzer
Claire Uhlenkamp

SEPTEMBER 17 & 18
Amos 8:4-7
Psalm 113
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13

SEPTEMBER 18
Communion Assistants
Vickie Greene
Kathy Elliott
Acolytes
Aly Ewing
Chloe Mulford

SEPTEMBER 24 & 25
Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Psalm 146
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31

SEPTEMBER 25
Communion Assistants
Mike Madigan
Joanne Madigan
Acolytes
Jack Faletic
Nate Faletic

SEPTEMBER 4
Reader
Joe Kempf
Assisting Minister
Karl Buetow
SEPTEMBER 10
Reader
Robin Ryan
SEPTEMBER 11
Reader
Jill Uhlenkamp
Assisting Minister
Dan Ahrens
SEPTEMBER 17
Reader
Tom Barker
SEPTEMBER 18
Reader
Dottie McIntyre
Assisting Minister
Kris Quandt

SEPTEMBER 24
Reader
Patty Carroll
SEPTEMBER 25
Reader
LeAnn Bruns
Assisting Minister
Dennis Declercq

SPIRITUAL LIFE BOARD PRAYER
Each month a member of the Spiritual Life Board writes a prayer for a different ministry at Messiah for
the members to pray for the month. This month's prayer is in honor of our Sunday School Teachers and
Bible Study Leaders.
Heavenly Father,
As the heat of summer draws to a close and the school buses are back on the road, we are settling into
another year of Sunday School. We lift up in prayer all of our Sunday School teachers and bible study
leaders that you guide them as they share Your Word with their students of all ages. We pray for the Holy
Spirit to be present in their classrooms so that Your Word comes alive for all. We lift up the board of
Christian Education as they are the guiding star for the various educational programs at Messiah and we
ask that you guide them as they come together to develop a vision and carry out that plan to spread your
Word to young and old alike. In addition, we lift up Hannah Demaree, our Youth and Family Minister. We
pray for her to feel the love and support of the congregation as she ministers to the youth for another year.
Let your light shine on and through Hannah as she shares her love for you with the kids of Messiah.
In Jesus’ Name, Amen
Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

Messages from Council

A financial status report thru July from your Treasurer, Dennis DeClercq:
Hello Messiah Family!
Occasionally I get asked the question, “Financially, how are we doing?” My usual response is, we are
doing “OK.” Following are some numbers to help quantify “OK.”
For review, our 2022 Budget funding is composed of three elements:
$19,371
Mortgage Payments to be paid from cash reserves.
$40,000
Additional maximum from cash reserves to balance the budget.
$445,789
Expected from Offerings.
$505,160
Total 2022 Budget
New offerings variance measurement: "Timed Offerings." Beginning January 2022, I introduced a
new method of calculating our offerings variance (actual offerings received verses expected
offerings.) "Lump Offerings," when known, are separated from the offerings received. The "Lump
Offerings" are offerings received that cover more than one month (typically they cover up to 12
months.) To calculate the monthly variance, the “Lump Offerings” are first subtracted from the $445,789.
The remainder is divided by 12 and the monthly variance is then calculated. Mathematically, this
spreads the “Lump Offerings” evenly over all twelve months, i.e., “Timed Offerings.” This presents a
more realistic monthly and year-to-date variance.
Treasurer's Report for July 2022:
Offerings:
July 2022, we received $39,149.61. July's "Timed Offerings" variance was $5,729.19 above
budget. No "lump offerings" were received in July.
Year-to-Date "Timed Offerings" are now $5,883.82 above budget. Great news!
Year-to-Date we have received $27,144.00 "lump offerings;" 10.2% of the total offerings.

Expenses:
July 2022 expenses were $36,521.05: $4,242.85 below offerings + mortgage from cash reserves.
Year-to-Date expenses are $15,102.13 below offerings. $12,250 of the $15,102 is due to delayed
Benevolence payout. None of the approved $40k cash reserves was needed in July.
Treasurer's comments:
Offerings: Most of the approved $40,000 plus $19,371.48 mortgage payments from cash reserves
is still expected to be needed to balance this year's budget.
Expenses: I am still assuming that each board will spend their budget in 2022. I am also expecting
that each board will not exceed their budget. Given unexpected high inflation, this will be a
challenge.
Benevolence: Due to 2022 budget concerns, Council (at the January 18th, 2022, meeting) passed
a motion to defer (put on hold) 50% of Synod giving and 100% of Social Ministry
funding. Looking at our current financial situation, it now appears that we can restore 100% of
the 1st quarter budget funding for these two items.
I propose that Council approve restoring $5,249.99, 100%, of the 2022 1st quarter
Benevolence budget:
Restore $2,500.00 to “Other Benevolent Activities”
Restore $2,749.99 to “ELCA – Shared Benevolence”
(The above motion passed at the August 16th, 2022, Council Meeting.)
Mortgage balance at the end of July = $101,828.85.
$675.00 additional principal money was received in July and was applied to the mortgage principal
on August 2nd. Of the $1,614.29 July 20th payment, $1,281.62 went toward the principal.
Respectively submitted,
Dennis DeClercq

News from the Boards
Each month, a different board will share about the things they are doing, the
celebrations they have, and upcoming events. This month, we hear from the
Stewardship Board.
Sharing in Ministry: Rediscovering Macedonia
The 2022 Stewardship campaign has begun! “Sharing in Ministry: Rediscovering Macedonia” takes us
on a journey to discover the “why” about our giving. The campaign is based on II Corinthians 8: 1-7.
Read this passage often and you will grow in appreciation of how God can work through those who
believe in Him!
So far you have received Bible verses on bookmarks to help you focus your thoughts and prayers. You
have received a devotional booklet to guide your personal time of reflection. We have heard the great
presentation by Gene Schwartzkopf about the “911 Memorial” and how gratitude is such an important
part of our rich human experience. Seems like we’ve done a lot already, but more is to come.
September 4: Temple Talk in church and Table Talk session led by Pastor Erik
September 11: Temple Talk in church and Table Talk by Family Promise
September 18: Temple Talk and Table Talk with guests from our Friendship Bible group
September 25: Commitment Sunday
Please, make a point to participate in as many of these events and activities as possible. We feel you
will learn many things, maybe even some things you never considered before. Most importantly, we
hope you gain an understanding of how great God is and how He can take what we give Him and turn
it into something fantastic!

Over the next four Sundays, let’s remember what God has done for each of us. Imagine what God can
do as we respond to what He first did for us? Who will be fed? Who will be healed? Who will hear the
message of the Gospel? Who will become a new saint in the coming Kingdom of God?
Stewardship Board

HAPPENINGS

Prayers Around the Labyrinth
Bring a lawn chair on Wednesday, September
28th. There will be a short prayer service and
then time to walk the labyrinth.
7:00 p.m. All are welcome.
Will be canceled in the event of rain.
Dates: September 28, October 26, November 30,
and December 21.
Dress for the weather as we will be outside.
Contact Hope Moran if you have any questions
at: 317-910-6080

Beginning Wednesday, September 7th
9:30 a.m. in the KFLC

The women will be studying the book Elijah by
Priscilla Shirer. If you plan to attend, please
email Barb Wetzel at
BLWezel@protonmail.com

Friends in Christ Upcoming Studies

O.W.L.S September
Meeting

Wednesdays 3:00-4:40 p.m.
All are invited to any or all studies
In September we will continue to study
Short Stories by Jesus, by Amy Jill-Levine,
on Zoom

A big thank you to our hard working office
personal for the delicious crack chicken
casserole. Gene Schwarzkopf’s presentation of
September 11, 2001, “Never Forget” was
emotionally moving. Thank you for reminding
us to “Never Forget.”

October 5th
ONE AFTERNOON STUDY IN-PERSON
All are invited to a one time Lectio Divina
study and discussion of the Parable of the
Sower. Lectio Divina is a prayer and
mediation method of studying scripture
that will be adapted for small group
participation.
October 12th-November 30th
We will study 40 Days With The Holy Spirit
by Jack Levison on Zoom. A copy may be
purchased from various sites, including
Amazon.

Come join us on September 16th at 11:30. Kris
Quandt and Sue Hill are our hosts and will be
providing coney dogs. Bring a side dish and
play COLTS bingo. Please wear Colts attire or
your favorite sports team jersey. Prizes will be
included.

CHECK THIS OUT
God’s Orchestra by Joe Kempf

Dust off your go-go boots, grab your
best tie-dye shirt, hop in your VW
Beetle, and join us as we take Messiah
Trivia Night back to the 1960’s!
This annual groovy shindig will start at
7:00 p.m. on Saturday, November
5th. Bring your favorite food, snacks,
and beverages to share. Dessert will be
provided.
Childcare will not be available.
Tickets are $15 per person and all
proceeds will support the Flooring Fund
for the Kinney Family Life Center.
Sign-ups and tickets will go on sale
October 1st. You can sign-up after any
worship service by the Trivia Night
poster or on the church website.
Payment at time of in person sign-up or
at the door. Contact Kathy Cooper with
any questions.

I wonder what it would feel like
being a concert pianist
in the Lord’s orchestra?
But since I stopped taking
piano lessons after only one year
when I was six years old,
and sadly never resumed them,
my educated guess is that I’ll never
experience such keyboard bliss.
Moreover, I never took up
the trumpet nor the flute,
nor the guitar or even the lute,
so I strongly suspect that I’ll
be relegated in the Lord’s band
to booming the kettledrums
in the timpani section,
because I AM pretty good
at thumping out a decent beat!
And since it’s a sure bet I’ll not be
replacing David on the harp, either,
it’s much more likely I’ll be
one of the countless billions
of angels and white-robed saints
surrounding God’s resplendent throne,
who use only their vocal cords
in praise songs to our incredible Lord
during those incalculable eons
of unending joy forever, and forever,
and forever to come. I pray
it may be so. Amen and amen.

It’s once again time to load up your backpack and roll
up your sleeping bag for the annual Family Campout.
Join us October 7th—9th at Lutheran Hills. Campsites
and cabins are available, for one night or both nights,
for a small fee. This is not only a time of fellowship with
nature and each other but a wonderful opportunity to
do God’s work with our very own hands.
This years’ service project will be focused on building
additional fire pits at the Lutheran Hills campground.
Additional information, along with a sign-up sheet, will
be posted soon.
Please contact Jenni Wilcoxson with any questions.
jenniwilc@yahoo.com

MUSIC NOTES
Our second reading from the weekend of August 20th struck me with particular resonance: “Therefore,
since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer to God an
acceptable worship with reverence and awe; for indeed our God is a consuming fire,” Hebrews 12:29
(emphasis added).
Even just reading the words ‘reverence and awe’ sends a chill down my spine and provokes a deeply
inward memory. It was my senior year of college at the University of the South in Sewanee, TN, and a
few church-loving friends and I made the trip down to the Cathedral of St. Philip in Atlanta for the
service of Advent Lessons and Carols. The space was not unfamiliar to me, I sang in the choir there
when I started my undergraduate studies at Georgia State University. We arrived 45 minutes early, on
the fortunate side of a buffer we built in to hedge against traffic, and walked into a near-empty
sanctuary. The choir was rehearsing one last piece before the service, a piece unknown to me at that
time, but with its soaring soprano line and smooth organ accompaniment I knew it would not be quickly
forgotten. Goosebumps speckled my skin, and I felt utter peace. Reverence and awe were abundant in
that place and at that time.
How have you experienced reverence and awe in or around worship? Have you ever walked into the
sanctuary at 8:58 a.m. and heard the organist playing a piece that grabbed your hand and pulled you
into God’s holiness? Has the choir ever sung an anthem that spoke to you in a language you didn’t know
you understood? Music has that power; the power of summoning reverence and awe into places it isn’t
always expected. As I have been planning for this upcoming season of music, I
have kept the idea of holiness close. For congregants who attend a worship
service at every chance, how can our music reignite their focus on a loving and
inspiring God? For visitors who may be reticent on church, how can our music
excite in them a curiosity for Christ? I don’t approach these questions lightly,
and my perpetual quest of striking that delicate balance renews itself every
year.
As for this upcoming season, you can expect a fresh slate of music that aims to
elevate your soul and empower your singing. In this vein, very soon you will
be seeing a new face and hearing a new voice in our musical fabric.
Alejandro Reyna is a graduate student in his last year of coursework for a
Master of Music in Choral Conducting degree at Butler and will be joining us
as a cantor. The role of a cantor is to lead the singing of liturgical music by
being a trained, confident voice to guide the congregation. Our Chancel Choir
will still be the backbone of our music program, but the choir and cantor will
alternate weeks of musical leadership, giving not only variety but the chance for the choir to develop and
train more deeply. I hope that you will greet Alejandro warmly and enjoy the value his voice adds to our
worship.
The Chancel Choir (note the slight change in name in an attempt to be more age-inclusive) is always
welcoming new members. The criteria for membership is 1) a desire to contribute to beautiful music, 2)
a commitment to spiritual development through singing, and 3) availability to rehearse on Wednesday
evenings from 7-8pm and sing every other Sunday for worship. It truly is that simple. If you have always
been interested in choir but never wanted to ‘take the plunge’, now is a superb time to give it a try. There
is a place for you here.

Trent Whisenant
Director of Music and Organist

UPCOMING EVENTS

ELCA congregations across America participate in this day which is an opportunity to
celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church,
freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. Service activities offer an opportunity
for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus
Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life – flows freely
from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.

Date: September 11, 2022
Time: Meet at Messiah’s Pavilion at 2:00 p.m. planning to work until 5:00 p.m.
Wear a Purple ‘God’s Work. Our Hands. Day’ T-Shirt
Contact Ben Mitchell, Open Hearts Chairperson, (317) 730-4728
if you have any questions.
We will be making hotel kits for Family Promise, going to the Family Promise Center
to lead the children in 2 hours of a Vacation Bible School program, and others will
organize their supply closet, clothing donations, and toy room.
Please sign up by filling out a form in the Narthex or by clicking the link provided in
the weekly eNews email.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

TABLE TALK
This informal adult Sunday school experience meets Sundays at 10:15 a.m. in person in Room
117 or in the sanctuary depending on the size of the group. They also meet on Zoom (ID 869
9801 3016 Passcode 659180). You are invited to join in one Sunday or all Sundays, to hear
the topic you are most interested in or hear all the presentations. The September line up is as
follows:
Date

Topic

Leader

September 4

Joy

Pastor Erik

September 11

Generosity

Family Promise

September 18

Commitment

Friendship Bible Study Guests

September 25

Topics for 2022-2023

Hope Moran

Your input is valuable as we put together our schedule for the next year. Come share your
ideas. Sharing does not mean you have to lead that topic. We will brainstorm ideas over
coffee, tea and donuts.

PHILIPPIANS
Beginning September 25th, Pastor Jim Wetzel will be leading this class in Rooms 123 & 125 at
10:15 a.m. every Sunday. Through this study participants see that Paul characterizes the
Christian life in this way: joy no matter what the circumstances; an eagerness to suffer for
Christ; humility that follows Christ in putting others first; trust in Christ alone for
righteousness. Come join this study and dive deep into the Bible.

YOUTH AND FAMILY

Begins Sunday, September 11
10:15 a.m. in the pavilion

Sunday Night Youth
Ministries
Begins September 11th
5:00 p.m.—Dinner
5:30 p.m.—Student Worship
6:00 p.m.—Bible Study
7:00 p.m.—Fellowship
(rotating)

Congrats to our children who received their
Bibles in August:
Spark Bibles received: William Allen, Cody Bruns,
Parker Einterz, and Mikey Roetter
Spark Story Bibles Received: Alex Einterz, Cam
Einterz, Miriam Hoersten, and Oliver Roetter

September Fellowship
Schedule
September 11th—All Youth
September 18th—Confirmation
September 25th—High School

FRIENDSHIP BIBLE STUDY
Friendship Group Begins September 15th
Messiah’s Friendship Group will begin the meeting again on Thursday, September 15th at 7:00 p.m. with a
Pizza Party and a special performance of the Washtub Band Singers. Everyone enjoys pizza and the
Washtub Band singers are making a repeat performance due to the popular demand of this almost famous
group. Everyone will be encouraged to sing along with some of the Friendship Group’s favorite Group will
meet every Thursday evening from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the KFLC.
We are always looking for additional volunteers to help teach lessons, lead crafts, be table leaders and be
companions to our Friends. Would you like to join us? Contact Kris Quandt 317 691-5460.
Volunteer Meeting
A meeting for all Friendship volunteers and anyone interested in helping with Friendship will be held on
Thursday, September 8th at 6:30 p.m. in the KFLC. The Fall schedule will be distributed and special
events and guidelines will be discussed.

Blessing Box

“WHAT A BLESSING THIS BLESSING BOX IS!”
by Hope Moran
The other day when I went out to fill the blessing box. A woman was there filling a plastic bag with
the little bit of food that was still there. Usually, I let people have their privacy while at the box, but I
knew there wasn’t much there, so I walked over and asked her if she’d like to see what else I had. She
said “yes please!” She said anything would help when I asked what she really needed as I could get
her most anything. She would not say but was very grateful for anything. She said she mostly hopes
for things she doesn’t have to cook as she tries to not use any electricity since she hates deciding
between her electric bill and the $1200 she has to spend on medications each month. Because of her
bills and being disabled, she eats only what she finds in our blessing box. We talked about help from
our food pantry once a month, from Family Promise and other food pantries and blessing boxes.
With the price of gas, she does not drive much further than Messiah. She did not say where she lives.
Finally, she told me some of the things she really likes to find in the box. They are individual servings
of pasta products with meat, peanut butter, granola bars, individual bags of trail mix, small
applesauce cups, individual tuna fish with crackers, and items of that nature. Pull top cans are
especially appreciated. She does not have a refrigerator turned on right now so keeping leftovers is
difficult.
She said to let Messiah know how much they are a blessing to her and others. She is waiting for the
day she can go meet her husband in heaven and has such a strong faith despite the turn in events that
led her to living this way. She never thought she would be in this situation, but knows God is
watching out for her as it could be much worse.
Please keep up your donations to the blessing box. You have an idea of what this woman could use,
but any donations are welcome. You can simply put them in the box yourself or bring them to the
church office. Financial contributions can be made, too, by marking “blessing box” on your check or
envelope. Thank you for reaching out to those who truly feel blessed by this ministry.

CARE MINISTRIES

Come join Mike Madigan, Hope Moran, Helen Kays, Cathy Canfield, Carol
Kussmann, Joe Kempf, Julie Oehme, Phyllis Bridwell, and Dan Ahrens as we
provide Worship Services at local healthcare facilities. You can participate by
reading scriptures, leading prayers, assisting with communion, and/or sitting and
visiting with residents who attend the worship services. Volunteers are welcome to
help at one, a couple, or all of the worship services scheduled. Listed below are the
worship services for this month:

September 1st

Thursday, Traditions, 1:30 p.m.

September 7th

Wednesday, Brooke Knoll Villages, 11:00 a.m. (Bible Study)

September 14th Wednesday, Brownsburg Meadows North, 2:00 p.m.
September 15th Thursday, Traditions, 1:30 p.m.
September 20th Tuesday, Brownsburg Healthcare, 10:30 a.m.
Brownsburg Meadows North, Memory Care, 2:00 p.m.
September 21st Wednesday, Brooke Knoll Villages, 11:00 a.m. (Bible Study)
Brownsburg Meadows South, 2:30 p.m.

September 22nd Thursday, Brooke Knoll Villages, 11:00 a.m.
September 28th Wednesday, Brownsburg Meadows North, 2:00 p.m.

Please let Mike Madigan (mijomadigan@gmail.com) know when you can assist
with the service. Thank you, and God bless you all.

Looking Ahead

Save the Date
Messiah's annual Trunk-or-Treat will take place on
Sunday, October 30th.
Needed: Trunks and Treats

Thanks to all the folks who financially back the food pantry
and help us serve the 55 to 56 families (approximately 225
individuals) that come to us each month currently.
If you haven’t recently given to the food pantry or would like
to do more, the food pantry is collecting pancake mix and
syrup. Please drop your donations off at the food pantry.
Sanctuary Flowers are a great way to honor the special
people in your life. Cost is $40/week and if 2 families sign up
the cost can be split which would be $20/vase. The following
dates are completely open: 9/11, 9/25, 10/9, 11/6,11/13,
12/11, and 12/25.
The Eternity Candle also has many open slots for the
remainder of the year. Cost is $5 to sponsor.

It is not too early to start thinking about Brownsburg’s
Christmas under the Stars parade generally held the first
Saturday night of December; however, the date has not been
announced yet. If Messiah would again like to have a float,
we need a couple people who would undertake the float
building. Would you be interested in doing this with a group
of helpers? We have access to a trailer, just need the idea for
the lighted float and those to construct it. If this interests
you, please contact Hope Moran. This is sponsored by the
Open Hearts Board to reach out to our community.
Fellowship Board is looking for a Co-Director to work with
Hope Moran on Breakfast in Bethlehem. Instead of kids
having Breakfast with Santa, this event allows them to have
breakfast with Baby Jesus, Mary, Joseph, Hark & Herald—
the angels, as well as Shepherds and Wisemen. Messiah has
done this for a few years before the Pandemic. and it is a
great outreach event. If you would like to work on this with
Hope, please contact her at 317-910-6080. The event takes
place a Saturday morning in December. Date to be decided
and published soon.

Notes of Hope

A recent Sabbath moment
Seeing the Matterhorn at 5:30 a.m. and then again at 5:39 a.m. at sunrise.
Notes of Hope
September 2022

Have you taken your Sabbath time this week? If not, then how about right now.
Take a few moments. Put your feet up. Take several deep breaths and read along.
Sabbath is an important time in your week. Often, it can be the most important time.
It is that time that we block out and keep sacred each week. Taking a complete
twenty-four hours of Sabbath is the ideal. That probably does not work for most of us
right now, and that is okay. It is something to work towards. But, do block out some
time and keep it sacred each week.
In our crazy busy lives, we need Sabbath time more than ever. It is a time of rest,
renewal, and relaxation. It is a time just for you and God. Sabbath time can be a
Sabbath walk, a Sabbath hour, a Sabbath bubble bath. It is an escape time to regain
your inner wellbeing. It is soul work. How is it with your soul? Have you taken stock
lately if your soul is free of hate, unforgiveness, disdain, and chaos? Is it empty enough
to let God in and to reside there?
In the book Sabbath by Wayne Muller, one of my favorite practices advocated in the
chapter titled “A New Beginning” is the “Mindfulness Bell”. Upon hearing the bell
chime, everyone stops and takes three, silent, mindful breaths. This bell instigates a
mindful Sabbath pause that often reorients a person to consider the most important
things in life at the time. What could your mindfulness bell be? Could it be that every
time your phone rings, or a text message comes in, or you hit a red light while driving
that you take three, deep, mindful, Sabbath breaths and then go on, maybe a bit more
soul oriented? Think about your trigger and observe it for three days. Then see how
long you can continue it.
Take good care of your soul. God is counting on you to do so!

Women’s Ministries

WOMEN’S FALL RETREAT
Join the Messiah Women’s Ministry for our annual women’s retreat! Invite a friend!
The theme is” Café Chocolate, where women delight in God’s grace.” It will
be a weekend packed in faith, fun and friendship. Café Chocolate is a retreat where
women slow down and enjoy time with other women and with God. It’s a Bible study, a
worship experience, and an open invitation for women to delight in God’s goodness
and grace.
Throughout the retreat we’ll use chocolate as a metaphor for God’s grace—so even
though we won’t eat more than a few bites, we’ll taste God’s goodness in abundance!
Also included will be an outreach project, game time, campfire, time for laughter as
well as quiet reflection.
Dates: Friday, September 23rd – Sunday, September 25th at Lutheran Hills
Camp in Brown County (Morgantown). The camp is fully ADA accessible.
Cost: Registration: through Sept. 9th is $110 for one night (Sat.) and 3 meals
beginning with lunch on Saturday; $155 for both nights (Friday & Saturday) and 5
meals beginning with a hot dog roast on Friday evening*
*If you want a room by yourself, please register early so we know how soon to close the
enrollment down. We have 21 rooms available. Please add an additional $10/night for
a private room.
Stop by the table in the Gathering Area at church until September 9th after services to
pick up a registration form or contact Kathy Cooper (317) 450-2917 or Hope Moran at
the church office at (317) 852-2988 for more information or to have a form sent to you.
If you prefer to reserve and/or pay online, a reservation link is on
www.messiahelca.com
Take time to make new friends, to worship and draw closer to God. We hope you’ll join
us!

WOMEN’S

MINISTRIES

Women’s Ministries September 2022
We are almost three-quarters through this year and have successfully completed all our
projects and events to date. What a wonderful feeling!
Our last event, the Card Crafting Night held on August 8th, brought 20 ladies together to
assemble over 100 cards for the Cards of Caring Ministry. A heartfelt thank you to those that
designed and prepared the cards, the participants who assembled, and the donators of our
delicious treats. We enjoyed an evening of fellowship as we performed a service for our
members and friends. A winning combination for any event!
Our fall schedule is filled with a combination of spiritual growth opportunities, fund raising
events, fellowship activities and joyful giving. Please look for specific information on all these
events in upcoming e-news and worship announcements. Posters and sign-ups can be found in
the narthex as needed for each event. Below is a list of what you can look forward to.
Future events:
September 23-25th: Café Chocolat Women’s Retreat at Lutheran Hills
November 1-30th: Acceptance of Thank Offering donations
November 5th: Trivia Night
November 5th: Start of Holiday Soap & Sugar Scrub sales
November-December, TBD: Homemade Candy & Sweet Treat sales
November 14-21st: Virtual annual meeting and election of new Board members
December 10th: Christmas luncheon

Current Women’s Bible Studies:
Wednesday Morning
Leader: Barb Wetzel

Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. in KFLC
Studying: Elijah by Priscilla Shirer

Joanna Circle Bible Study
Women of the Bible

Monday September 12th at 7:00 p.m. in KFLC
Chapter 42: Herodias

Mary Martha Circle Bible Study
Tuesday, September 13th at 9:30 a.m.
Contact Helen Kays or Betty Obenauf for additional information
Ruth Circle Bible Study
Hostess: Teri Sykes

Tuesday, September 19th at 7:00 p.m. in KFLC

Esther Circle Bible Study

TBD: Contact Sarah Ewing

As you can see, Women’s Ministries is a vibrant, active ministry that serves the women of
Messiah, as well as women of the community. There will be several open Board positions in
2023. If you are interested, please let one of the Board members know, or if you are
approached, please prayerfully consider.

WOMEN’S

MINISTRIES

Psalm 119:105
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”

Do you have conversations like this at your home: “Gosh, it’s getting darker
earlier, isn’t it?” “Yep, the days are definitely shorter.”
I have to chuckle every time we have these little chats because the autumnal
equinox, the winter solstice, the vernal equinox, and the summer solstice occur
every year. And, yet, almost without fail, we remark upon the changes in the light
of the sun, lengthening, then shortening over and over again.
As I was looking for a psalm or a verse for this month, I thought this one most
appropriate for the coming autumnal equinox. Our daylight hours are definitely
shorter thus the need for additional light. Perhaps you use a flashlight, or maybe
you’re one of those people who have actually figured out how to find the flashlight
on your smartphone! But, extra light is needed to light our paths as we take the
dog out, gather the mail, or visit with a neighbor.
I don’t know about you, but there have definitely been dark times in my life where
I’ve needed the light of God to show me the path. He is there in those dark
moments as well as those light moments of celebration. God’s love for us lights
our way even when we don’t realize it. Unlike the sun or the moon which can be
covered with clouds, God’s love is this brilliant unextinguishable light guiding us
as we move from dark to light and back again. We can find Him in the Scriptures,
in our fellowship, and in our prayerful moments. His love for us is never-ending
just as the cycle of seasons continues. Look for Him in your darkness and light
and know He will light your path with His love and care.

—Marsha Banks

FAMILY PROMISE

Diapers Size 3, 4, 5, 6
Pull-Ups Size 3T-4T and 4T-5T
Toilet Paper
Shampoo
Conditioner
Body Wash
Toothpaste
Paper Plates and Bowls
Laundry Soap
Women’s Deodorant
Bath Towels (clean, gently used)
Pantry Food
$15 Speedway Gas Cards

Family Promise Impact
Jack is in his upper 50s and has been experiencing
alcohol use disorder for the last 25 years. He has been
homeless in our community for the last several years as
well. We have had several calls from the Plainfield
Police and local businesses wanting desperately to help
Jack. And boy have we tried! This week, we finally
broke through. We transported him to a local hospital
due to health issues related to alcoholism and
homelessness.
He will spend the next 30 days in inpatient substance
use treatment and then we will transition him into sober
living. This is a huge victory for our staff and an even
bigger one for Jack. He says he is ready and has never
felt better!
VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.MESSIAHELCA.COM

WITH APPRECIATION
“Dear Messiah Lutheran Church, Thank you for your gift in support of our important mission equipping
Christian congregations to minister with adults with intellectual disabilities. We wrapped up a fruitful
season of Summer Friendship Gatherings. More than 220 of our Friends with intellectual disabilities
were able to participate in one of eight Gatherings that were hosted by our network churches.”
—Don Boden, Executive Director, Connection Ministries.
Helen Kays wants to thank the Messiah family for all of the food, flowers, prayers, cards, and calls. She
also wants to thank Gene and Linda Schwartzkopf for mowing the lawn.

CONGRATS
Congrats to Bill Banks as he celebrates his 90th birthday on September 16th!
Congrats to Andrew Patrick Brunic, his parents, Travis Brunic and Erin Meegan, and his sponsors,
Catherine Blair Adler and Trent Andrew Brunic upon the event of Andrew’s baptism on August 28th.
Congrats to Oliver Robert Roetter, his parents, Michael Roetter Jr., and Elizabeth Roetter, and his
sponsors, Zachary and Michelle McKee upon the event of Oliver’s baptism on September 4th.
Congrats to Henry Michael Barrell, his parents, Chris and Shelly Barrell, and his sponsors Stephanie
Gabert and Dan Gallagher upon the event of Henry’s baptism on September 18th.

MISSION OF THE MONTH
This month’s Mission of the Month is Meals on Wheels. Meals on Wheels has been guided by a single
goal since the first known U.S. delivery by a small group of Philadelphia citizens in 1954 – to support our
senior neighbors to extend their independence and health as they age. What started as a compassionate
idea has grown into one of the largest and most effective social movements in America, currently helping
nearly 2.4 million seniors annually in virtually every community in the country.
Last month’s mission was Sheltering Wings and $106.69 was raised.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
July Average Weekly Offering
July Average Attendance

$7,830
137

For online giving visit www.messiahelca.com and click on the “Secure Online Giving” link in the upper
right corner. Offerings may be dropped off at the church office weekdays between 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
or put into the offering plate in the entrance to the sanctuary during any worship service. Thank you for
giving so generously to God’s mission at Messiah.
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Amanda
Laurel
Maverick
Lori
Aaron
Sarah
Matthew
Megan
Randy
Amy
Robby
Lili
Kate
Jami
Bill
Shannon
Rita
Keith
Noah
Angela
Xander
Cristina
Linda
Stephen
Mike
Sharon
Sandra

Grothen
Wilcoxson
Mills
Steininger
Wetzel
Ewing
Saupe
Schulenberg
Fox
Bergstrom
Buetow
March
Foy
Dyer
Banks
Imel
Batzlaff
Fay
Bergstrom
Jeffries
Mitchell
DeClercq
Schwartzkopf
Hoersten
Ford
Hager
Dalton

03
03
03
04
04
05
07
08
09
09
10
12
13
15
16
18
18
18
18
19
19
21
22
23
25
26
30

Jeff and Nicole Corder
Tim and Sue Ritchotte
Cliff and Julie Oehme
James and Gena Dreessen
Chad and Kelli Grothen
Chris and Kaj Brown
Todd and Kelly Barker
Randy and Rhonda Pahl
Greg and Lisa Schulenberg
Jeanine and Ted Carr
Mariah and Charles Sexton
James and Diann Ahrens

05
05
06
10
12
14
18
24
26
27
27
30

SEPTEMBER
2022

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.MESSIAHELCA.COM

ONLINE AND IN-PERSON
WORSHIP SERVICES

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP
Saturday evening worship at 5:30 p.m.,
offered in person only.

WEEKLY GROUPS
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Join the men at Messiah on Monday evenings at 7:00
p.m. in person. Zoom available if requested.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the KFLC. Studying Elijah
FRIENDS IN CHRIST BIBLE STUDY
Short Stories by Jesus (Parables)
Wednesdays 3:00-4:30 p.m. on Zoom
Meeting ID: 830 6152 0834
Passcode 876134
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
FOOD PANTRY
Hendricks County Residents may visit once a month.
The pantry is open every 2nd and 4th Saturday 10:00
a.m.—Noon. Bring ID and proof of residence.
CLOTHING PANTRY
Open in conjunction with the Food Pantry. Currently
only accepting clothing donations from Messiah
members.
BLESSING BOX
Please consider donating items directly into this box by
the recycle bin on the north side of the parking lot.
Items most in need are: Beefaroni-type products with a
pull top lid; individual mac & cheese and cereal cups;
small bottles of water and juices; small applesauce and
fruit cups. Thank you for your donations!

SUNDAY TRADITIONAL
WORSHIP
Sunday morning worship at 9:00 a.m. in
person and via Zoom.
Zoom ID 805 787 233
SUNDAY CONTEMPORARY
WORSHIP
Sunday morning worship at 11:00 a.m. in
person.

DAILY PRAYER ONLINE
Monday through Saturday at 10:00 a.m.
on Zoom ID 859 4027 5299 Passcode
081575 Join once, often or always for a
devotion and time of prayer.
We are seeking Media Techs! We will
train you! Please contact Hannah if you
are interested in learning.
Psalm 9: 1 “I will give thanks to
you, Lord, with all my heart; I will
tell of your wonderful deeds.”
What wonderful deeds has God done in
your life lately?
Let Hope know so that we can share
these in the announcements for a time of
celebration and a time to give thanks to
God.
Contact Hope at
hope.moran@messiahelca.com or
(317) 910-6080.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.MESSIAHELCA.COM

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Evening Worship:
•

5:30 p.m. In Person Only

Sunday Worship In Person and via Zoom:
•
•

Traditional 9:00 a.m.
Contemporary 11:00 a.m. (in person only)

CHURCH COUNCIL EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
President: Randy Effner
Vice President: Todd Barker
Secretary: Kathy Elliott
Treasurer: Dennis DeClercq

CHURCH COUNCIL BOARD DIRECTORS










Spiritual Life: Lisa Schulenberg
Worship & Music: Carole Barnaby-Boyle & Cathy
Canfield
Open Hearts: Ben Mitchell
Stewardship: Gary Cooper
Church Properties: Kyle Uhlenkamp
Fellowship: Erin Cooper
Parish Communication: Open
Social Ministry: Lisa Buetow
Christian Education: Ashley Mills

MUTUAL MINISTRY TEAM FOR PASTOR ERIK




Lynn Bedard
Nicole Corder
Trevor Ewing

MUTUTAL MINISTRY TEAM FOR HOPE MORAN




Roy Canfield
Sarah Ewing
Tom Barker

MUTUAL MINISTRY TEAM FOR HANNAH DEMAREE
 Kelly Barker
 Eric Willman

VISION STATEMENT
Creating CHRIST-CENTERED Community

MISSION STATEMENT
As believers in Jesus Christ, Messiah Lutheran
Church is a fellowship of Christian faith called by
God to gather, grow and go as disciples of Christ.

www.messiahelca.com

STAFF AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Rev. Erik Allen—Pastor
If you need pastoral care, contact Pastor Erik
on his cell phone 775-750-7266
Email: pastor.erik@messiahelca.com
Pr. Erik takes Thursday and Friday as his
regularly scheduled days off
Hope Moran—Director of Ministries
Cell phone 317-910-6080
Email: hope.moran@messiahelca.com
Hope takes Friday & Saturday as her
regularly scheduled days off.

Trent Whisenant—Music & Choir Director
Email: trent.whisenant@messiahelca.com
Hannah Demaree—Director of Youth & Family
Ministry and Communication Coordinator
Cell Phone: 317-331-3754
Email: hannah.demaree@messiahelca.com
Hannah takes Tuesday and Saturday as her
regularly scheduled days off.
Tracey Shaw—Administrative Assistant
Email: tracey.shaw@messiahelca.com

Christie Hoaglin—Finance Administrator
Email: christie.hoaglin@messiahelca.com
CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone: (317) 852-2988
Fax: (317) 852-9022
Office Hours: M - F 9 :00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
Email: info@messiahelca.com
Prayer Chain: prayers@messiahelca.com
One or more staff member will be in the office
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Monday -Friday. Please
call the church office (317-852-2988) before
stopping by to see if the staff member you need
to visit is in.
MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH
801 South Green St.
Brownsburg, IN 46112

