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In the Beginning…
There’s a boldness to the prologue of John’s Gospel account that always strikes
me when I read it this time of year. “In the beginning….” It should sound familiar, which
of course, it does. These are the opening words of Genesis: “In the beginning when God
created INSIDE
the heavens and the earth….” (1:1). John begins with the same words that begin
What’s
the whole Bible. What’s more, is I think John wants us to make that connection—he wants
us—the hearers of the Good News of Jesus, to understand that he is writing about a new
beginning. Actually, the new beginning. A new beginning of God’s involvement in the
creation through Christ’s incarnation.
John’s story about Jesus is designed from beginning to end not just to tell us, but
to evoke for us, the living, breathing promise of a new beginning to all of human history in
and through the incarnate Word, Jesus the Christ. That’s why he patterns his opening
after Genesis.
What an appropriate theme to begin the new year with! After the difficulty and
trials that many have faced in 2021, we are ready for a new beginning. Ready for new
goals, new opportunities, even new resolutions that we hope will make 2022 different
from these past two years. But therein also lies the challenge. Because as different as our
world remains from “normal” combined with the successfulness of new year’s resolutions
as a whole, makes me wonder—can we trust new beginnings? Be it a new beginning to the
calendar year, or a new beginning as John describes.
John’s answer is a resounding yes—yes, it is! For John, Jesus is described as
God’s Word—The Word—that communicates the very mind, design and purpose of God.
The Word that communicates God’s love and helps us to hear and experience God as
clearly as possible.
God in Jesus, John makes clear, is doing something new. In earlier days, the
people of God had the law and the prophets as expressions of God’s will, but now God is
going a step further, actually speaking to us directly and personally in the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus.
But that’s not all! This tangible, incarnate, Word comes as God’s Word made
flesh. To reveal to us God’s parental love. And not just to reveal, but to speak through
word and deed as beautifully as possible that there is nothing God wouldn’t do or endure
so that we might know we are God’s beloved children, worthy of God’s mercy and love.
To my ears, that’s what’s behind those bold words in John’s prologue—a reminder
that the God who loved and created the world in the beginning, continues to love and
sustain all of creation now. And that Word—The Word—well, it creates all things new,
taking our resolutions and hopes as well as our fears and disappointments and binding
them together in the promises of God. So as we greet 2022, may we experience God’s love,
mercy and grace as we embrace all that the year ahead holds for us, sharing together
God’s reassuring faith in an unsure world.

Grace and Peace, Pr. Erik

JANUARY BIBLE
READINGS

JANUARY 1 & 2
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:(1-9), 1-18

What’s INSIDE
Psalm 9: 1 “I will give
thanks to you, Lord,
with all my heart; I will
tell of your wonderful
deeds.”

What wonderful deeds
has God done in your
life lately? Let Hope
know so that we can
share these in the
announcements for a
time of celebration and
a time to give thanks to
God. Contact Hope at

JANUARY 8 & 9
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12
JANUARY 15 & 16
Isaiah 62:1-5
Psalm 36:5-10
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11
JANUARY 22 & 23
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21

hope.moran@messiahelca.com

or (317) 910-6080.

We are seeking someone
who would be willing to
schedule Media Techs.
Contact Hope to
volunteer.

JANUARY 29 & 30
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

JANUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
JANUARY 1
Reader
Robin Ryan
JANUARY 2
Reader
Cathy Canfield
Assisting Minister
Dan Ahrens
JANUARY 8
Reader
Teresa Rader
JANUARY 9
Reader
Hannah Demaree
Assisting Minister
Kris Quandt
JANUARY 15
Reader
Vanessa Bremer
JANUARY 16
Reader
Jill Uhlenkamp
Assisting Minister
Dennis DeClercq
JANUARY 22
Reader
Mike Ford
JANUARY 23
Reader
Dottie McIntyre
Assisting Minister
Randy Effner
JANUARY 29
Reader

Mike Ford
JANUARY 30
Reader
Rachel Wetzel
Assisting Minister
Karl Buetow

SPIRITUAL LIFE BOARD PRAYER
Each month a member of the Spiritual Life Board writes a prayer for a different ministry at Messiah for the members to
pray for the month. This month they highlight hope.

Just as the shepherds heard the heavenly host and went to Bethlehem to seek Jesus, just as the Wisemen
followed a star to seek the new born king, we still need to seek Jesus, our Savior.
Today, Lord, we ask your blessing and guidance for the Spiritual Life Board. Through their many
ministries this board seeks to enhance the spiritual growth of all Messiah members and the community. Some of
the ministries include the Blanket ministry, the Reconnection team, Stephens Ministry, Healthcare Ministry,
Cards of Caring, Grief Ministry, Tinsel and Tears, supporting and praying for Family Promise, supporting and
encouraging the Pastor and Staff, and writing prayers for each of Messiah’s Boards.
Gracious Heavenly Father we ask you to bless and protect those who serve our country, at home and
abroad. We ask your comfort and healing for those who are sick, grieving or hurting in any way. Help us all to
show compassion for all in need. You have blessed us in so many ways. May the true gifts of Christmas, hope,
peace, joy and love be with us into the New Year.

In Jesus name,
Amen

What’s INSIDE

Happy New Year from your Messiah Staff!
-Pastor Erik, Hope, Tracey, Christie, Hannah, Trent, and Caleb

We pray that you have a wonderful New Year and we
look forward to another year of ministry with you!

Friends in Christ Bible Study
Wednesdays
3:00-4:15 pm
Friends in Christ will be starting a new study January 26
entitled "Luke" from the Books of Faith series. Let Julie
Oehme know if you'd like a workbook to be ordered for
you. https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/
product/9781451401417/Luke-Learner-Guide-Books-ofFaith

January 5, 12, and 19 we will finish up our Boundless
Compassion series. All are welcome!

There is still time to turn in your 2022 Intention Card. Please place your intention card in the
offering plate at worship, or mail/email your card to Christie in the church office. We thank you
for your generosity in helping our church grow and thrive!

Messiah is preparing to launch a pilot program for small groups in January 2022.
We will be exploring a disciple-based curriculum entitled "Rooted," a 10-week experience that
includes personal study and group discussions in a safe space. We hope this program will be a
launching point for extensive small groups within Messiah and the surrounding community.
For questions or more information, please contact Hope Moran, hope.moran@messiahelca.com or
Carla Sands, carla.jo.sands@gmail.com.
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NEW SCHEDULE FOR CONFIRMATION AND HIGH
SCHOOL SUNDAY EVENINGS
We will be changing up how we do Sunday night ministries for
Confirmation and High School students in an attempt to provide a more rounded experience. Each Sunday, Confirmation
and High School students will meet at the church beginning at
6:00-7:00 pm. Then, depending which Sunday of the month it
is, one or both groups will have a fellowship time after Bible
Study from 7:00-8:00 pm. Below is the proposed flow of the
month:

Resuming January 9
Children and Youth
Sunday Mornings
PreK-8th Grade: 10:10am
Meet Outside the Office
Confirmation and High School
Sunday evenings from 6:00-7:00pm
Alternating Fellowship
Sunday evenings from
7:00-8:00pm

1st Sunday (Jan 9)--Confirmation and High School Fellowship
2nd Sunday (Jan 16)--Confirmation Fellowship
3rd Sunday (Jan 23)--High School Fellowship
4th Sunday (Jan 30)--No Fellowship
5th Sunday (only applicable in May)--Confirmation and High School Fellowship

*We would also like to begin sharing a meal together at 5:30 pm on Sunday evenings, and we need
parent/other volunteers to provide and clean up meals. Please contact Hannah if you are willing to be
part of a rotation for meals.

O.W.L.S.
Messiah’s Older Wiser LutheranS are meeting again!

Designed especially for those 55 years and older although everyone is
invited to attend.
COME, GREET & EAT with Messiah’s OWLS!
Join the OWLS on Friday, January 21 when Susan & Randy Fox AND Dottie
& John McIntyre will host AND PROVIDE A HAM & A SIDE DISH OF
POTATO CASSEROLE.
Please bring a side dish to share
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"The Chosen” Bible Study: This class explores the life of Jesus and
his disciples through the TV series The Chosen, Season 1. By
using both video and study, we will seek to understand how God
chooses and empowers His people for active service of exciting
discipleship." This will be led by Pastor Jim Wetzel in the KFLC
on Sunday mornings at 10:15 am.

Wh

MEN’S MONDAY NIGHT
BIBLE STUDY
7:00pm Monday Evenings
All men are invited to the church to dive deeper into the New
Testament book of John. Contact Joe Kempf for more details at jhkempf@aol.com
The Men’s Bible Study on Monday evenings at 7:00 is inviting one and all to view the Chosen
Season 2 in the sanctuary beginning January 10th. We will have a short summary of The Chosen
Season 1 before starting the first episode of Season 2. The episodes are 35 minutes to an hour
long and there are eight episodes. We will have a short discussion after each of the episodes.
Don’t feel like you have to be there for every episode because you can catch up online at
thechosen.com Sweet and salty snacks will be provided! Please see Gene Schwartzkopf if you
have questions at 317-401-7233.
The Chosen is an exploration of the life of Jesus through the perspective of those that interacted
with him. All episodes are derived from one or more excerpts of the Gospels. The makers relied
on input from biblical scholars to ensure the show’s historical, biblical, and socio-political
context. Some creative license is scattered throughout the product but The Chosen is faithful to
its source material-The Bible.

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY
MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays at 9:30 am, all women are invited to
study God’s Word each week together in the
Kinney Family Life Center. Watch eNews and
announcements in the future for the topics they
will be studying. Contact Barb Wetzel at
blgunning@gmail.com if you have any questions.

TABLE TALK ADULT SUNDAY MORNING TOPICAL BIBLE STUDY
All adults are invited to attend this interesting discussion group on Zoom or in person in room 117 at
Messiah Sundays at 10:15 am. Each week does not depend on the next. Come to one session or all.
Watch eNews for the lineup.
January 9
Joe Kempf will be leading a discussion of his poetry. Joe says:
“I wrote my first "serious" (HA!) poem in the 7th Grade. My Latin teacher encouraged me to
keep writing---so I did. Through my 30th year I had published numerous poems in small
poetry anthologies, and even one in the Swanee Review. Whoop Whoop! I thought I was
REALLY a big deal---another Robert Frost in the making---but the competition was (and still
is) great. In 2015 I published my first book (of 100) poems, mostly for close friends and
relatives. I had 35 copies printed and even sold a few to my fellow Messiahites at my cost---a
whopping $7.00 if I remember correctly. (Profit has never been my middle name!) A 2nd
book is in the works, again a limited edition of around a hundred poems in 35 copies or so for
close friends and relatives---just so that what I've written will not be lost to my loved ones.
Since 2015 the preponderance of my poems have been religiously oriented, because as I grow
older I become increasingly aware of my age and my dwindling time here on this earth.
Consequently, the great majority of poems that I will read will be, not morbid or focusing on
death, but full of my awareness of God and His blessings to me and to man and life here on
earth. SOLI DEO GLORIA!”
January 16
Please watch eNews or contact Hope Moran (317-910-6080) for more information.
January 23
Mike Madigan will lead a discussion about our Health Care Ministries. Come hear about Messiah’s
Worship Services provided for assisted living center residents and how God is at work.
January 30
Julie Oehme will lead a discussion on “Prayers of the Old Testament.” In this study we will see that
God is both mighty and gentle, and that we are so privileged to know that we are invited into
conversation with God. While the psalms are rich with prayer, this discussion will relate to other Old
Testament prayers that can serve as lessons and guides in our prayers for God's church, each other,
and ourselves.
Zoom Information
Zoom ID: 869 9801 3016
Zoom Passcode: 659180
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FRIENDSHIP BIBLE STUDY EVENTS

Messiah’s Friendship Group
Messiah’s Friendship Group presented their annual Christmas Pageant
to a large audience of parents and friends on December 16. Five
narrators read the Christmas story while the remainder of our class
portrayed the Biblical characters. Following the presentation all
attended a cookie and punch reception and Christmas gifts were
distributed to our students and volunteers. A big thank you to all
students, volunteers and parents who made this a joyous night.
Friendship will meet again on January 6 at 7:00 pm in the
Kinney Family Life Center.
We wish you all a New Year filled with hope, peace, joy and love.

2021
Friendship
Christmas
Program

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.MESSIAHELCA.COM
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The Food Pantry is announcing a big change beginning
in January 2022. The Food Pantry will be open the 2nd
and 4th Saturdays only each month. This change is
being made in response to patron usage. There has been
a consistent low turnout on some Saturdays. Messiah’s
Food Pantry will be open opposite Cornerstone’s food
pantry being open on 1st and 3rd Saturdays so
Brownsburg residents have easy access to assistance.
Our patrons have been advised of this change for 3
months to be ready.

Summers Heating and Cooling
Food Donation
Messiah would like to thank Summers Heating & Cooling for their continued generosity
and support of the food pantry. Each year, Summers, their employees and customers
generously donate food items to our pantry. We greatly appreciate their support of our
food pantry!

What happens in church council meetings held on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at
7:00 pm? Pick up a copy of the latest, approved minutes from the bulletin board
between the gathering area and the Kinney Family Life Center or ask in the office.
Then you can see what’s been voted on, what the vote was along with any other
pertinent information. Anyone may attend a council meeting to observe. Simply
contact Karla Bodie at bodiemom2@gmail.com for Zoom information or if the group is
meeting in person.
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Get Well Soon
Parade
for Pastor Erik!
Thanks to all who
participated!
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I-K Synod News
There is always a lot going on in our Synod. Sign up to receive the I-K Synod Newsletter to stay up-to-date
with all the happenings. Sign Up Here or visit iksynod.org.
Below are some upcoming events:
ELCA Vital Congregations Re-Boot Camp
Is your congregation ready to take some steps (even small steps) toward renewal or revitalization?
Are you ready to try some new things, share some ideas, gain a greater understanding of the broader
mission, bring clarity about your own congregation’s mission, acquire knowledge on how to live that out in
community, gain confidence to share what you have learned with the world, and find new allies from within
a cohort of congregations? Then, you are invited to attend the 2022 Spring Session of the ELCA Vital
Congregations Re-BOOT Camp.
This is a fast-paced co-creative and co-experimental RE-BOOT CAMP facilitated by leaders with
steep experience in redeveloping congregations as well as added guest presenters from a variety of settings
with a wealth of knowledge. These principles and more will be explored: focusing on Jesus and justice, being
expectant of the Holy Spirit, living as disciples of Jesus, multiplying leaders who are young, diverse, and
bring fresh insights, and aligning with purpose and core values.
This will be a four-session training. The training sessions will be held two times per day from 1:303:00 pm (eastern time) and from 7:30-9:00 pm (eastern time) on January 13th, January 27th, February
3rdand February 17th. You may choose the best time each day that works for you. All sessions will be recorded
and available to all registered participants. Pastors and congregations are encouraged to come as teams of 3
–5 people for a time of inspiration, learning, planning, sharing, experimenting, visioning, and implementing. NOTE: This training is for people who did NOT attend the Vital Congregations Re-BOOT Camp in
2021.
Free Registration Link: Vital Congregations Spring 2022 Session - Google Forms
Networking and Sharing Event for
Black History Month on January 8
Join the IN-KY Synod Racial Justice team
for a virtual gathering. We’ll share worship
resources for Martin Luther King Day weekend, ideas for educational opportunities, and
action steps. This will also be a great opportunity to get to know others in our Synod
who have a passion for racial justice issues,
ask questions, and let us know about things
you’d like to try or do.
We'll be meeting virtually on Zoom on
Saturday, January 8, 2022, at 10:00 AM
EST, 9:00 AM CST.
To register for this event, please visit https://tinyurl.com/5fs63h4a
After registering, you will receive a
confirmation email with your own
personal link to join the meeting, and
instructions on how to dial in by phone if
you need to do so.
If you have any questions, please contact
Matthew DeLoera mmdeloera@gmail.com.

Sacred Ground Dialogue Series
Sacred Ground is a film- and readings-based
dialogue series on race, grounded in faith. Small
groups are invited to walk through chapters of
America’s history of race and racism, while
weaving in threads of family story, economic
class, and political and regional identity. The
10-part series is built around a powerful online
curriculum of documentary films and readings
that focus on Indigenous, Black, Latino, and
Asian/Pacific American histories as they intersect
with European American histories. Christ
Lutheran Church, in partnership with
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, invites you to
join in this discussion circle beginning
Wednesday, January 12, 2022, and meeting every
other week for 10 sessions, each 90 minutes. We
will meet via Zoom.
For registration, go to: https://
clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/registrations/
events/1075908
For more information about Sacred Ground,
please see this link: https://episcopalchurch.org/
sacred-ground/about
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2021 Advent Services—Sundays at 11am
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WOMEN’S

MINISTRIES
Women’s Ministries January 2022

As we say goodbye to 2021, we do so with gratitude for the many events and programs
we were able to accomplish. Besides the ongoing Bible studies that the women have engaged in during the past year, we were a part of doorstep soup distribution to members,
family and friends, as well as organizing a congregation wide sock collection for Wheeler
Mission. In March, after approaching Council with an idea to personally reach out to our
Messiah members, many of our ladies helped deliver Palm Sunday goodie bags to the
doorsteps of our Messiah family.

We continued our outreach by collecting and delivering personal care items to the Little
Red Door Cancer Agency, and then we promoted several fundraisers to accomplish our
goals of donating to local charities and the Mission of the Month. The annual Fast Track
Pencil Collection met its goal, we hosted a card crafting night to contribute items to our
Cards of Caring Ministry, and the Women’s Fall Retreat was once again held at Lutheran
Hills.
Our activities of 2021 didn’t stop there. We were able to reinstate the Trivia Night in
November, a Holiday Soap sale was organized and positive results experienced, and we
closed the year with a joyous afternoon at the Ladies Christmas Luncheon in December.
God has blessed us with amazing Board members, Bible study leaders, and supporters of
the activities that Women’s Ministries has sponsored. A heartfelt thank you to all.
Women’s Ministries is so excited to welcome 2022 with a full calendar of events for the
year! Some ideas are new or re-invented, some are annual events and all are sure to
continue our mission of spiritual growth, outreach, fellowship and service. We invite you
to visit our information table on the weekend of January 15th and 16th. We encourage all
to share your thoughts and ideas for continued growth of our ministry. Please join us as
we continue to serve others and grow in our spiritual relationship with our Lord.
Happy New Year!
Current Women’s Bible Studies
Wednesday Morning Bible Study

Wednesdays at 9:30am
Leader: Barb Wetzel
Studying: Take Courage: A Study of Haggai

For Circle Meetings, please contact your leader for January meeting information.
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TRIVIA NIGHT WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!
Thank you to the 35 people who participated in the Nov. 6 Trivia
Night. We had lots of fellowship, food and fun as we put our heads
together to come up answers to the ten rounds of questions. The
winning team named themselves C & S Incorporated. All this fun
went to a great cause. $575 was raised toward the Kinney Family
Life Center Flooring Fund. A big thank you to the Save the Date
Event Planners for their help with making Trivia Night happen.
Also, thank you for all who donated desserts for participants to
enjoy throughout the evening. Women’s Ministry was proud to be a
sponsor of this event.

A WARM NOTE OF THANKS FROM THE WOMEN’S FALL RETREAT HOST
Dear Messiah Ladies,
I just wanted to say thank you for the very generous gift you gave Randy and me after your ladies retreat.
That was very kind of you to bless us like that. I’m not exaggerating when I say you’re the most organized
and fun group I work with and hands down one of my favorites. Christ shines through you in the loving
community you have with one another and how you treat people you interact with such as Randy and me.
It is evident that your joy and generosity come from your relationship with Christ. I am grateful for you
ladies, and I can’t wait to host you again next year!
Thank you, Kathy Roberts—Lutheran Hills

SEW GOOD QUILTERS DELIVER QUILTS
In December of 2021 the Sew Good Quilters of Messiah were able to deliver 10 quilts to Brownsburg
Meadows and 10 to Brownsburg Health Care with messages of hope and reminders of God’s care. In the
Fall 15 quilts were also taken to Northwest Manor on 34th Street in Indianapolis and eight quilts were
taken to the Veterans Hospital in Indianapolis. These were quilts that were made at church each Monday
from 10:00 am—noon in the Kinney Family Life Center by a group of women that cut fabric squares, assemble quilt tops, layer fabric, stitch it all together and finally tie the fabric in place. We welcome anyone
who would like to help with making the quilts that are part of our Prayer Blanket Ministry which sets on
the quilt racks in the Gathering Area. If anyone would ever like to take a prayer quilt to someone, just
take it from the rack and enter the recipient’s name in the notebook on the rack. For more information,
please contact Kathy Cooper at bburgmidgemom@gmail.com
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WOMEN’S MINISTRIES 2021 HOLIDAY LUNCHEON

The 2021 Women’s Ministries Holiday Luncheon was a great success! Everyone had a great time of
fellowship and the white elephant gift exchange was very exciting.
We hope you will join us next December for even more fun!

One of the prized white elephant
item was this beautiful bathroom
ensemble. Come next December to
see what you can win.
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WOMEN’S

MINISTRIES

Psalm 46:10 He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among
the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”

When I see this verse, often on pictures, Facebook posts and even a billboard or two, only
the first half appears: “Be still, and know that I am God.” Rarely do we see the rest of the
entire verse. For this reason, many, myself included, believe the verse to mean relax, stop
worrying, and let God take care of our worries. In actuality, we need to read the entire verse
if not the entire chapter.
Most of the chapter is written in praise of our God. Our Lord, the God of Jacob, is our
fortress. He commands the seas, the mountains, and the people of the Earth. The Psalm
emphasizes repeatedly the strength of our God and His power to beat the forces of evil. It
reminds us God is a constant in our lives; He is there to protect us in all eventualities.
At verse 10, the voice switches from third to first. We read God’s words: “I will be exalted
among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” Here we learn God compels the world to
praise Him. We are to exclaim His glories over and over to all. I wonder why the last half of
the verse is left off the signs, memes, and pictures. Is it because it’s easier to think only of
ourselves…to be able to just exhale and give our worries over to God? The second half
completes the verse by telling us we should indeed quit the fighting, the worrying, and know
God is in control. And, we are to praise Him for this care.
Psalm 46 is sometimes referred to as Luther’s Psalm as it forms the basis for
“A Mighty Fortress is our God”. The song speaks of how God is there during our times of
travail. It also assures us God will prevail over evil. The song tells us we have “the right Man
on our side” and, “from age to age” …” He must win the battle.” Luther’s song became
known as the “Battle Hymn of the Protestant Reformation” as those early protestors often
faced death.
Isn’t it interesting Luther included the words “age to age”? I think Luther’s words were
intended to remind us God is with us always as is evil. Luther also reiterated God will be
with us fighting that evil. Take a look at the first few words of verse 2: “Did we in our own
strength confide, our striving would be losing…” Luther again tells us we are not capable of
defeating the evil which surrounds us. But with “the right Man on our side” we can and will
“win the battle”. I find those words so reassuring in this age. I hope you do, too.

—Marsha Banks
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FAMILY PROMISE

IMMEDIATE NEEDS WISH LIST
Items may be taken to the Resource Center at 238 N. Vine Street, Plainfield, IN.
Call first to verify their hours 317.296.3742
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Laundry Detergent
13 gal Trash Bags
Bottled Water
Toilet Bowl Cleaner
General Kitchen Cleaners
Ethnic Hair Care Products
Paper Towels
Thin Maxi Pads
$15 Gas Cards (Speedway Gas Only cards are great)

2021
Family Promise
Impact

Thank you to everyone who volunteered and donated!
Thanks to you, we were able to provide a
Merry Christmas for 3 families!

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.MESSIAHELCA.COM
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Notes of Hope
Notes of Hope are the musings of
Hope Moran that can be found at
www.hopemoran.com and also on
Facebook and Messiah’s monthly
newsletter offering hope through
ordinary life observations where
hope is needed in extraordinary
times. Thank you for reading!

Such a simple gift. Such a simple message. A gift of love from my daughter.
Not sure if you, like me, crave simple. Simple words. Simple surroundings. Simple
relationships. Nothing complicated. No drama. No dictionaries needed to understand
what people are saying.
God is simple. God tells us over and over one message: God loves us. God will not leave
us. God offers us that one simple word---HOPE.
If we have hope–-hope from God–-hope in God–-we have it all. It may not seem like it at
times. We always want more. Yet "more" complicates life. Hope is honestly what we
need. God says He is giving us a hope and a future. Grasp hold of that!
Although Christmas continues for a few more days, those twelve days ending on January
6th with Epiphany, most have taken down their tree and decorations. Gifts have been put
away or are being used. Life has returned to its "normal" frantic pace.
Yet, my hope for you is that you cling to the quiet of Christmas Eve night, to the simple
story of Jesus’ birth, to the stores being closed and lights turned out, to the simple darkness
of that evening, and to where candles burn brightly offering God’s hope during the singing
of "Silent Night." Cling to the simple hope that God loves you, because God does. Forever
and ever! Amen! There is nothing you can do to make God love you less---nothing!

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.MESSIAHELCA.COM
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WITH APPRECIATION
Pastor Erik, Hope, Tracey, Christie, Hannah, Trent and Caleb would like to thank
Messiah's congregation for generously donating to gift cards that were purchased for staff
Christmas Gifts . We appreciate your continued support of the staff.
A thank you from someone donating to the food pantry: “Some years back, when my
husband was sick, we received help from your food pantry. I hope [this donation] can
help someone else.”
A thank you from Family Promise of Hendricks County: “We just wanted to let you know
that this week, we spent the remaining funds you donated last spring to purchase car for
families in need. We were able to actually assist with the purchase of 8 cars! The last
couple, we paired with our microloan program, so they had some funds given to them and
the rest was a loan from FP. None of this could have happened without you all! Thank
you!”
A thank you from Teresa Rader: “Thank you to all that are providing meals this week for
Family Promise. You all are so faithful to provide meals for the families in emergency
housing, what a blessing you are. Please keep in mind that Family Promise is always
looking for rentals in Hendricks County to place the families.”

MISSION OF THE MONTH
SEW GOOD QUILTERS
The mission of the month for January is Sew Good Quilters. This group of quilters meet
weekly to create quilts, blankets, and lap quilts both for physical warmth and as prayer
quilts for spiritual warmth to share with those in need. The group always welcomes new
people to join. No experience needed. Last month’s mission was Lutheran Child and
Family Services and $303 was raised.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
November Average Offering
$8,879
December Building Number
$482,471.85
November Average Attendance 158
For online giving visit www.messiahelca.com and click on the “Secure Online Giving” link in the upper
right corner. Offerings may be dropped off at the church office weekdays between 9:00 am—3:00 pm
or put into the offering plate in the entrance to the sanctuary during any worship service. Thank you for
giving so generously to God’s mission at Messiah.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Kenneth
Milton
Morgan
Keith
William
Randall
Lisa
David
Douglas
Joy
Jim
Logan
Brenda
William
Mark
Doug
Savannah
David
Annika
Finn
Linda
LeAnn
Mary
Betty
Liam
Lauren

Christy
Hatleli
Bodie
Hetzel
Allen
Effner
Buetow
Phillips
Bradley
Stadtmiller
Bergstrom
Bradley
Buetow
Robertson
Elliott
Bruns
Dyer
Bedard
Eggen
Carey
Ahrens
Bruns
Guernsey
Obenauf
Sexton
Servos

01
03
03
04
04
06
07
07
09
09
09
10
10
12
17
17
17
18
19
20
21
22
25
29
31
31

Diane and Mike Jenner
Todd and Laurie Zaicow
Roy and Cathy Canfield
Ken and Deb Christy

02
10
24
24

20

JANUARY 2022
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ONLINE AND IN-PERSON
WORSHIP SERVICES
SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP
Saturday evening worship, offered in person
only.
SUNDAY TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
Sunday morning worship at 9:00 am in
person and via Zoom. Zoom ID 805 787233

WEEKLY GROUPS
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Join the men at Messiah on Monday evenings in
person at Messiah. Zoom available if requested.

SUNDAY CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
Sunday morning worship at 11am in person

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Meets weekly at 9:30am on Wednesdays, in
person at Messiah
FRIENDS IN CHRIST BIBLE STUDY
Meets weekly at 7:00pm Wednesdays via Zoom
ID 830 6152 0834 and Passcode 876134.
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
FOOD PANTRY
Hendricks County Residents may visit once a month.
The pantry is open every 2nd and 4th Saturday 10:00
am—Noon. Bring ID and proof of residence.
CLOTHING PANTRY
Open in conjunction with the Food Pantry. Currently
only accepting clothing donations from Messiah
members for all sizes of summer children’s clothing.
BLESSING BOX
Please consider donating items directly into this box by
the recycle bin on the north side of the parking lot.
Items most in need are: Beefaroni-type products with a
pull top lid; individual mac & cheese and cereal cups;
small bottles of water and juices; small applesauce and
fruit cups. Thank you for your donations!

DAILY PRAYER ONLINE
Monday through Saturday at
10:00am on Zoom ID 859 4027
5299 Passcode 081575. Join once,
often or always for a devotion and
time of prayer.

CONFIRMATION & HIGH SCHOOL
YOUTH GROUP
Sundays at 6:00-7:00 pm
Alternating Fellowship Time: 7:008:00pm

BUILDING GUIDELINES
If you are visiting in person, please
know that if vaccinated, masks are
optional. If not vaccinated, masks
are strongly encouraged. Please be
respectful of others’ desire to social
distance.
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Evening Worship:
•

5:30 pm In Person Only

Sunday Worship In Person and via Zoom:
•
•

Traditional 9:00 am
Contemporary 11am (in person only)

CHURCH COUNCIL EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
President: Karla Bodie
Vice President: Todd Barker
Secretary: Debbie Hood
Treasurer: Dennis DeClercq

CHURCH COUNCIL BOARD DIRECTORS










Spiritual Life: Dan Ahrens
Worship & Music: Carole Barnaby-Boyle & Cathy
Canfield
Open Hearts:
Stewardship: Randy Effner
Church Properties: Kyle Uhlenkamp
Fellowship: Erin Cooper
Parish Communication: Amy Allen
Social Ministry: Lisa Buetow
Christian Education: Trevor Ewing

MUTUAL MINISTRY TEAM FOR PASTOR ERIK




Lynn Bedard
Nicole Corder
Jon Sands

MUTUTAL MINISTRY TEAM FOR HOPE MORAN




Roy Canfield
Sarah Ewing
Tom Barker

MUTUAL MINISTRY TEAM FOR HANNAH DEMAREE
 Kelly Barker
 Carla Sands
 Eric Willman

VISION STATEMENT
Creating CHRIST-CENTERED Community

STAFF AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Erik Allen—Pastor
If you need pastoral care, contact Pastor Erik on his
cell phone 775-750-7266
Email: pastor.erik@messiahelca.com
Pr. Erik takes Thursday 4:00pm-Saturday 4:00pm as
his regularly scheduled days off
Hope Moran—Director of Ministries
Cell phone 317-910-6080
Email: hope.moran@messiahelca.com
Hope takes Friday &Saturday as her
regularly scheduled days off.

Trent Whisenant—Music & Choir Director
Email: trent.whisenant@messiahelca.com
Caleb Meadows—Saturday Evening Musician/
Band Leader
Hannah Demaree—Director of Youth and
Family Ministry
Email: hannah.demaree@messiahelca.com
Tracey Shaw—Administrative Assistant
Email: tracey.shaw@messiahelca.com
Christie Hoaglin—Finance Administrator
Email: christie.hoaglin@messiahelca.com
CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone: (317) 852-2988
Fax: (317) 852-9022
Office Hours: M - F 9 :00 am- 3:00 pm
Email: info@messiahelca.com
Prayer Chain: prayers@messiahelca.com
One or more staff member will be in the office
9:00 am - 3:00 pm Monday -Friday. Please call
the church office (317-852-2988) before
stopping by to see if the staff member you need
to visit is in.
MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH
801 South Green St.
Brownsburg, IN 46112

MISSION STATEMENT
As believers in Jesus Christ, Messiah Lutheran
Church is a fellowship of Christian faith called by
God to gather, grow and go as disciples of Christ.
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