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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ERIK
Continuing a Culture of Generosity

What’s INSIDE

Tell people who are rich at this time not to become
egotistical and not to place their hope on their
finances, which are uncertain. Instead, they need to
hope in God, who richly provides everything for our
happiness. Tell them to do good, to be rich in the
good things they do, to be generous, and to share with
others. When they do these things, they will save a
treasure for themselves that is a good foundation for
the future. That way they can take hold of what is
truly life. (1 Tim. 6:17-19 Common English Bible)
As many of you know, my time away in October
began with a study trip down to Texas with the
Wabash Pastoral Leader program taking a close up
look at the multifaceted issue of immigration and
what we as faith community leaders might learn from
being immersed in complex realities.
Early on in that trip we were able to visit Catholic
Charities in McAllen and talk with Sister Norma
Pimentel. Her ability to honor the humanity and
dignity of immigrants who frequently are entering the
country with just what they can carry was truly
inspiring.
Someone once said, if you own more than one pair of
shoes and any form of transportation, then you are
rich. With that definition and seeing what we saw
down in Texas, in comparison to our communities
back in Indiana, I was reminded again and again how
blessed—how rich—we are. To be sure, wealth can
evoke a myriad of responses. Unfortunately, two
common responses are pride and/or guilt. Many who
are rich are proud of the hard work they have put in to
gaining for themselves such riches. Others who are
rich feel guilty at having so much while others have
so very little. But neither pride nor guilt have a place
in God’s economy.

Rather, in God’s economy, all are grounded in the
foundational belief that the riches we enjoy are
from “…God, who richly provides everything for
our happiness.” (1 Tim. 6:17) It’s this belief that
evokes the two-fold responses of gratitude and
generosity. In God’s economy it is gratitude and
generosity which are the response-abilities of
those who are a part a God’s household.
It seems to me that we at Messiah, are a generous
household of God, giving not only to our regular
ministry spending plan but also a variety of special
causes and the completion of our Bridge to the
Future Campaign that concludes at the end of this
year. To borrow a phrase that we heard a few
times in Texas—all y’all make a difference! Each
and every one of you make a difference not only to
our household of faith, but through the various
ministries you support. What’s more, your
gratitude and generosity demonstrate how much
you value the proclamation of the gospel.
In the coming weeks we will be exploring together
this year’s stewardship theme of Continuing a
Culture of Generosity. You will be receiving
information, mailings and hearing temple talks
about this community of faith and the ministry that
shapes our life together. For our ministry
transforms lives and helps us build a foundation
for the future where all “can take hold of what is
truly life.” (1 Tim. 6:19)
Grace and Peace,
Pr. Erik

NOVEMBER BIBLE
READINGS

NOVEMBER WORSHIP
ASSISTANTS

NOVEMBER 6 & 7

NOVEMBER 6
Reader
Teresa Rader

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

Isaiah 25:6-9
Psalm 24
Revelation 21:1-6a
John 11:32-44

NOVEMBER 7
Reader
Bob Skinner
Assisting Minister
Karl Buetow

NOVEMBER 13 & 14

NOVEMBER 13
Reader
Robin Ryan

25TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

What’s INSIDE
Psalm 9: 1 “I will give
thanks to you, Lord,
with all my heart; I will
tell of your wonderful
deeds.”

What wonderful deeds
has God done in your
life lately? Let Hope
know so that we can
share these in the
announcements for a
time of celebration and
a time to give thanks to
God. Contact Hope at

Daniel 12:1-3
Psalm 16
Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25
Mark 13:1-8

NOVEMBER 14
Reader
Lynn Bedard
Assisting Minister
Dennis Declercq

NOVEMBER 20 & 21
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
Psalm 93
Revelation 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37
NOVEMBER 27 & 28

1ST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

hope.moran@messiahelca.com

or (317) 910-6080.

NOVEMBER 20
Reader
Vanessa Bremer
NOVEMBER 21
Reader
Jill Uhlenkamp
Assisting Minister
Kris Quandt

NOVEMBER 27
Reader
Mike Ford
NOVEMBER 28
Reader
Hannah Demaree
Assisting Minister
Dan Ahrens

SPIRITUAL LIFE BOARD PRAYER
Each month a member of the Spiritual Life Board writes a prayer for a
different ministry at Messiah for the members to pray for the month. This
month they highlight stewardship.

Dear Lord,
Send your Spirit to open our hearts and minds. Give us wisdom to guide our faith
journey of stewardship. Help us to graciously recognize that everything is a gift from
You. Inspire us to use these gifts generously to give back to You.
In Your Holy and Gracious Name. Amen

Social Justice Event
Sunday, November 14, 4 p.m. 26th Annual Spirit & Place Public Converstion
Featuring Robert P. Jones, the author of the book, White Too Long, The Legacy of White
Supremacy in American Christianity, moderated by Dr. Leah Gunning Francis is the Vice President
for Academic Affairs and Dean of the Faculty at Christian Theological Seminaryand author of
Ferguson and Faith. You may register for free tickets and learn more about this event
here: https://spiritandplaceindy.org/event/26th-annual-spirit-place-public-conversationfeaturing-robert-p-jones/
Social Justice Book Discussions
Monday, November 15, 7:00 p.m. White Too Long, The Legacy of White Supremacy
in American Christianity, by Robert P. Jones
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/White-Too-Long/Robert-P-Jones/9781982122874
Zoom 842 5668 9843
Pass: 228034
Monday, December 6, 7:00 p.m. One Coin Found: How God's Love Stretches to the
Margins, (LGBTQIA+) by Emmy Kegler.
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/41574313-one-coin-found
Zoom 842 5668 9843
Pass: 228034
3

YOUTH AND FAMILY NEWS

Children and Youth
Sunday Mornings
PreK-8th Grade: 10:10am
Meet Outside the Office

The Messiah Christmas Program will be on
Sunday, December 12 at 10:15am. We are
currently looking for people to help with the
program. We have actor roles (speaking and
non-speaking), music helpers, set helpers, and
costume helpers. We are looking for people of all
ages to be part of this program, so please let
Hannah know by November 5 if you would like to
participate.

Confirmation
6th-8th Grade Confirmation
meets Sunday evenings from
6:00-7:00pm
High School
9th-12th grade students meet
Sunday evenings from
7:00-8:00pm

Upcoming Special Services
All Saints Weekend November 6 & 7
Please bring to the church office, or email tracey.shaw@messiahelca.com, a picture of your
loved one who has died since the last All Saints Day in November of 2020 so that we may add
them to the recognition video to be shown at the services. Names of members who have died in
the past year will be read during the prayers.
Veteran’s Day Observed November 13 & 14
Each year Messiah displays the pictures of our veteran’s in a video presentation. If your picture
has not been included in the past, please bring it to the church office or email it to
tracey.shaw@messiahelca.com so that we may include it.

November 25 & 26 Church Office Closed
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"The Chosen Bible Study: This class explores the life of Jesus and
his disciples through the TV series The Chosen, Season 1. By using both video and study, we will seek to understand how God
chooses and empowers His people for active service of exciting
discipleship." This will be led by Pastor Jim Wetzel in the KFLC
on Sunday mornings at 10:15am.

Wh

MEN’S MONDAY NIGHT
BIBLE STUDY
7:00pm Monday Evenings
All men are invited to the church to dive deeper into the New
Testament book of John. Contact Joe Kempf for more details at jhkempf@aol.com

Friends in Christ- Meeting
Wednesdays 3:00-4:15 PM
We will continue a devotional bible study series "Boundless Compassion" by Joyce Rupp,
ending on November 17. You may purchase the book at https://www.amazon.com/BoundlessCompassion-Creating-Way-Life/dp/1932057145 or many used outlets. This book was the basis
for the women's retreat that took place in September. Julie Oehme is the contact person.

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY
MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays at 9:30am, all women are invited to
study God’s Word each week together in the Kinney Family Life Center. Watch eNews and announcements in the future for the topics they will
be studying. Contact Barb Wetzel at
blgunning@gmail.com if you have any questions.

TABLE TALK ADULT SUNDAY MORNING TOPICAL BIBLE STUDY
Adults are invited to join this group Sundays at 10:15am in the Kinney
Family Life Center or on Zoom Meeting ID 869 9801 3016 and Passcode
659180. Each week is not dependent on the ones before or after. Come
once if a topic peaks your interest, or come all weeks to hear various
presenters on various topics. The November topics are:

November 7

Overview of the Apocrypha

November 14

No Class: Q & A for
Congregational Meeting

November 21

No Class: Congregational Meeting

November 28

At the River: Trying to Understand
My Time at the Border
Pastor Erik

December 5

The Music of Advent and
Christmas

December 12

No Class: Christmas Program

December 19

The Shepherds: Children at
the Birth

Hope Moran

Trent Whisenant

Pastor Amy

Is there a topic you would like to see discussed? Just let Hope know.
6

UPCOMING EVENTS

SAVE THE DATE
FOR

TRIVIA NIGHT!

Saturday, November 6 at 7:00pm
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Break out the suntan lotion and flip flops because we are heading
to the beach! After a one year hiatus, Trivia Night is back and
headed to the tropical paradise of the Kinney Family Life
Center.
Gather
your fellow beach-goers, blow up your floaties, and join us for an evening of fun and
What’s
INSIDE
fellowship. The party starts at 7:00 pm on Saturday, November 6th. Pack a cooler with your favorite
food, snacks, and beverages to share. Desserts will be provided. Masks are welcome but not required.
Childcare will not be available. Tickets are $15 per person and all proceeds will go toward supporting
Messiah’s Women’s Ministries many missions. Tickets will go on sale October 2nd. Sign-ups will be
available on the church website or after each church service. Be sure to get your name on the list early
before all of the pool chairs are full!

Sponsored by Women’s Ministry

TINSEL AND TEARS: GRIEVING THROUGH THE HOLIDAYS
The loss of a loved one is never easy and holidays can make it even more
challenging. To help walk you through this holiday grieving, Messiah is offering a
two-hour workshop that provides materials and strategies for support. This is open to
anyone who might benefit, even if you have come in the past.

The Spiritual Life Board is hosting the event led by Pastor Jim Wetzel, Supervisor for
Spiritual Care at Franciscan Health, Indianapolis. Please RSVP the church office
(852-2988) to better prepare and have adequate materials. Regardless, walk-ins are
always welcome.
Those attending may bring an article of clothing belonging to their loved one that will
be made into a small memorial pillow and delivered at a later date.
Saturday, November 20
2:00pm – 4:00pm
Kinney Family Life Center

FRIENDSHIP BIBLE STUDY EVENTS

Friendship Group Meetings
Friendship Group is now meeting each Thursday evening from
7:00 – 8:30pm. At this time we are gathering the Sanctuary for
music, prayers, and a Bible lesson. We then move to the
Kinney Family Life Center for projects, crafts and snacks.
Friendship Group is designed to provide fellowship, food and
fun and to spread God’s word to adults with intellectual
disabilities. Do you know someone who would enjoy this
group? Would you like to volunteer to be a helper, provide a
snack or just visit our group? Contact Kris Quandt at 317 6915460.

We had a lot of fun at our Halloween Party last month.
Check out some pictures from that night.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.MESSIAHELCA.COM
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FOOD PANTRY FOOD DRIVE SORTING
The Town of Brownsburg “Let’s Give” food drive will be
November 1st through the 24th. Our Food Pantry will be
receiving the food on Monday, November 29th. Would
you consider helping to sort? Please arrive by 8:30am or
9am to help. So put it on your calendar and let Judy
Phillips know you are willing to help.

A CALL TO SERVICE
The church council of Messiah is putting out a call to service to our current small
groups. Council encourages you to find ways to give back to our community
surrounding Messiah. If you need suggestions or help coordinating a project, please
contact Todd Barker or Kyle Uhlenkamp.
We also want to help our Messiah Community.
Anyone in the congregation that could use some help
with fall yard chores or help around the house should
contact Todd or Kyle to coordinate a small group to
come out and help.
Let’s all do our part to care for one another in this trying time!

What happens in church council meetings held on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at
7:00 pm? Pick up a copy of the latest, approved minutes from the bulletin board
between the gathering area and the Kinney Family Life Center or ask in the office.
Then you can see what’s been voted on, what the vote was along with any other
pertinent information. Anyone may attend a council meeting to observe. Simply
contact Karla Bodie at bodiemom2@gmail.com for Zoom information or if the group
is meeting in person.
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Join us Saturday, December 4 at 9am to have a delicious hot, cooked breakfast served
by shepherds and wisemen, visit the booths of the carpenter, the spice shack, the
bakery and more. Then hear the grand announcement from Gabriel and meet Baby
Jesus and his parents. Sing along with the angels Hark and Herald. This is an
outreach event created for you to invite your friends and neighbors, children and
adults. Tickets are $5 for adults and $3 for those under 12. Order your tickets by
calling the office or pick them up after any worship service.
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Helen Kays celebrated her 94th birthday with the Mary/
Martha Circle. Happy birthday, Helen!

O.W.L.S.

Messiah’s Older Wiser LutheranS are meeting again!
Designed especially for those 55 years and older although everyone
is invited to attend.
SAVE THE DATE
Our annual Owls Holiday luncheon is set for November 19
at 11:30 at the Green Street Pub.

The Owls will not meet in December BUT Susan & Randy
Fox and Dottie & John McIntyre will host on JANUARY 21,
2022!
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Photos from O.W.L.S. October Gathering

SPECIAL THANKS to the Crawn’s for the delicious
smoked pork loin in October! All the autumn &
Halloween decorating by the HILLMANS & CRAWNS
made our time really memorable and FUN!
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A Reflection from Lisa Bush

Jehu Jones, Jr.

Lutheran Minister born in 1786 (date unknown, now celebrated on September 4th) died 9/28/1852
Have you heard of him? Most of us probably not. He is recognized as the first Lutheran Minister of
African (slave) decent. He was born to Jehu (pronounce J Who accent on the J) Jones, Sr. and his
wife Abigail. His father was apprenticed as a tailor by his master who allowed Jones, Sr. to purchase
his and his family’s freedom. Jones, Sr. created his own tailoring business and became so successful
he was able to purchase significate real estate holdings as well as operating one of the most
prestigious hotels in Charleston, SC. His son, Jehu Jones, Jr. later inherited his father’s tailoring
business which was quite a lucrative enterprise.

This brings me to Pastor Wetzel’s sermon on October 10th and the sacrifices we are called to make for
our faith. You see in order for Rev. Jehu Jones to pursue his calling, he left his business and his
family and moved to Liberia. Here he ministered to the spiritual needs of free blacks who migrated
to West Africa as part of the American Colonization Society’s agenda - which promoted the
manumission of slaves while at the same time did not believe that free black people had a place in
white society. Due to his exemplary spiritual work in Liberia, Jones, Jr. was found to be a “suitable
candidate” for ministry and was later ordained by the Lutheran church. Rev. Jones was spiritually
led to return to his native Charleston to serve God. He was promptly arrested and jailed (related to
the Negro Seamen Act of 1822). Once again, in order to follow his faith journey Jehu left his family
and friends.
After great discernment and help from various church clergy, Jehu was reunited with his wife and
children in New York. Here he was encouraged to continue his ministry, but within other
denominations which had already accepted black clergy – he was given notice that the Lutheran
church was not yet ready for that. Undeterred he pressed on and was sent to Philadelphia as a
missionary for the purpose of establishing a Lutheran church for blacks living in that city. He
succeeded! Jones also raised cash, obtained loans (using his own personal credit worthiness),
purchased property and raised a building for the church. Unfortunately, the fledgling congregation
was unable to repay the loans as they came due. Repeated attempts for help from the church were
made as Rev. Jones faced collectors personally – remember he put up his own money and credit to
finance the ministry – not the synod. Because the mortgage was in Jones’ name personally, the
church stated it was unable to assist. Jehu decided to go in person to make another plea for help.
He was successful! The synod agreed to assist financially once the property title was transferred to
the church. But the money never came. Although Jehu lost the physical church and the support of
the synod, he remained a devoted Lutheran. As I listened to Pastor Erik’s sermon on October 3rd
and reflected on my relationship with God and others, I began feeling a bit uncomfortable as I
realized I would have been tempted to feel jaded and give up. Rev. Jones however continued his
ministry in New York City.
These past 18 months have given us all a tumultuous challenge – sacrificing personal freedoms and
norms to protect our family, friends, and the church from a deadly virus. Rev. Jehu Jones’ witness
prompts us to examine our own relationships and sacrifices. I find it fitting that his Saint’s Day
would fall on November 24th – just as we as a nation give thanks for our blessings. The greatest
being that of an ever-renewing relationship with God through grace by Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.
May we all be blessed and be a blessing to one another.
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2021 Advent Services—Sundays at 11am
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2021 Advent Services—Sundays at 11am
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Leftover Halloween Candy

Please consider donating your leftover candy from
Halloween or purchasing bags of candy for the
Christmas parade that Messiah will participate in so
that we have plenty to toss out to the children. There
is a collection bin in the gathering area underneath
the monitor.
Prayers Around the Labyrinth
It has been a wonderful season praying around the labyrinth.
As the weather gets colder and snow may begin to fall, we are
taking a break until Spring. Thank you to our faithful
attenders. Remember that the labyrinth is open 24 hours a
day every day so please do not hesitate to come walk and
discover the joys and peace found there. Thank you to Eric
Willman for the waterproof box and supplies for the prayer
station and Jon Jordan for trimming the bushes, and
Hannah Demaree for the windchime. This labyrinth, the
only one outside in Hendricks County, is quite an asset to our
spiritual life.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.MESSIAHELCA.COM
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WOMEN’S

MINISTRIES

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES NOVEMBER 2021
As mentioned in the October newsletter, we celebrated all women during Women’s
Worship weekend October 2-3. Women were recognized for the service they provide within the
church and its many missions, as well as the important roles they hold within their family,
community, workplace and world at large. As disciples of Christ, our goal is to grow the
Kingdom of God at all times and in all places.
In addition, during the weekend services, we heard a testimony from Carla Sands,
Messiah member and founder of Shine Mama. Carla shared her personal journey, which
eventually led her to begin this local mission. The annual Thank Offerings, that the women of
Messiah have collected throughout the year, were also accepted. This year’s donations will be
split between Shine Mama, Family Promise and Sheltering Wings. All of these organizations
have a positive impact on women and their family. If you were unable to donate during the
actual weekend, you may still contribute. You may do so by writing a check or through online
giving. Please designate that your donation is for the Women’s Ministries Thank Offering.
The month of November for Women’s Ministries is highlighted by the return of Trivia
Night on Saturday, November 6th. As the main fundraiser for our organization, the income
from this festive evening enables us to provide services and donations to worthy causes.
A secondary fundraiser that we began in the spring of 2021, was the handmade Soap and
Sugar Scrubs. We had such a positive response that we are having another sale beginning
November 14th. We will be featuring a holiday line of peppermint products, as well as products
previously sold in the spring.
The annual election of Board Members and approval of the 2022 proposed budget will
once again be done through an online process. Information and letters will be sent in
mid-November to the women of Messiah for their approval.
***Additional information of upcoming events will be featured in announcements, e-news and
posters.
Upcoming events:

*** Join us for the annual Women's Christmas Lunch on Saturday, December 11 at 11:00 a.m. This year
the location will be at Dawson's on Main in Speedway. We will order from a special menu. We need to
make reservations ahead of time. There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex at church, at circle
meetings, or by calling or texting Kris Quandt at 317 691-5460.
Wednesday Morning Bible Study

Current Women’s Bible Studies
Wednesdays at 9:30am
Leader: Barb Wetzel
Studying: Take Courage: A Study of Haggai

Joanna Circle Bible Study

Monday, November 8 at 7:00pm
Held in person in KFLC.
Studying: Elizabeth

Mary Martha Circle Bible Study

Tuesday, November 9 at 9:30am
Held in person in KFLC Leader: Helen Kays

Ruth Circle Bible Study

Monday, November 15 at 7:00pm
Held in person in KFLC

Esther Circle Bible Study

TBD
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WOMEN’S

MINISTRIES

NOVEMBER THANKSGIVING NOTE
2 Corinthians 6-15
“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also
reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all
things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written: 'They
have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever.'
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of
seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you
can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord's people but is also overflowing
in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves,
others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for
your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. And in their prayers for you their hearts
will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for his
indescribable gift!”
Usually, I use only one or two verses for this monthly article. But, as I was reading this chapter, I
couldn’t seem to separate out only a couple of verses. They all are so pertinent to the central idea of
thanksgiving. Paul was writing to the people at Corinth to remind them of the promises they’d made to
support the Christians in Jerusalem. He was asking not only for their money, but their prayers and
loving support of this ministry. Paul was asking them to give freely and cheerfully.
As we go into the month of Thanksgiving, many of us are already planning that feast. Will we serve the
traditional turkey and dressing/stuffing (are you Team Dressing or Team Stuffing)? Will cranberries be
a part of your meal? How about pumpkin pie? Are you a fan? I’m not, but I do love pumpkin cake with
plenty of cream cheese frosting! As we go into this month of Thanksgiving, maybe we should also be
considering just how and why we are thankful. Perhaps, we should think about ways we show that
gratitude to others and our Father in Heaven.
What does Thanksgiving have to do with these Bible verses? How does giving cheerfully and giving
thanks for something relate? Could they possibly go hand in hand? When Paul writes of the “harvest”
one receives, he’s not talking about earthly rewards. Rather, he’s talking about the rewards the giver
receives. Think about that for a bit. Have you ever complimented someone and received a gracious
smile in return? How did you feel in that moment? Was your spirit rejoicing and lifted? Have you ever
made a larger than normal donation and felt the joyfulness right down to your toes? Deep down inside,
did you not give thanks for the gift of giving?
Interestingly, neither Paul nor the Bible gives a set-in stone dollar amount to be donated to the church.
Rather, both talk in terms of giving what you can or as you feel called to contribute. God wants us to give
of ourselves joyfully and sincerely. Paul uses the analogy of sowing seeds to show that the more we give,
the more we receive. I think, though, we also need to remember service to our neighbors and church is
as important as monetary gifts. So, when thinking of Paul’s harvest comparison, we should think of
those seeds of service we are able to plant. When we “sow generously” with our time and money, we also
“reap generously”. We deepen our connection to our fellow human beings as well as creating an even
deeper relationship with God.

As you celebrate Thanksgiving this year, remember to give thanks for the gift of your own kindness and
compassion. And, give thanks for the Lord who loves you each and every day.
- Marsha Banks
18

TRUNK OR TREAT FUN AT MESSIAH
Trunk or Treat turned into Trick or Treat this year. Despite the weather moving
us inside, it was still a great night! Below are some pictures from the evening!
Remember to save all that leftover candy for the Christmas Parade. You can
donate candy to the church office.
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FAMILY PROMISE

IMMEDIATE NEEDS WISH LIST
Items may be taken to the Resource Center at 238 N. Vine Street, Plainfield, IN.
Call first to verify their hours 317.296.3742











Pull Ups (2T-3T and 4T-5T)
Diapers, Size 6
Baby Wipes
Toothpaste (not kids)
Shampoo
Conditioner
Paper Towels
Toilet Paper
$10 Blue Speedway Gas Cards
Boys Clothes (4T-5T)

Family Spotlight
THE DREAM FINALLY COMES TRUE
The Booker Family has been part of Family Promise for many years. They have continued to
struggle with housing instability due to low income, prior evictions, racism and family size
discrimination. While the kids have remained in Danville Schools for the last 10 years, they have
been in and out of shelters, cramped apartments, doubled-up with relatives, hotel rooms and
sleeping in their van. It has been rough, but Veranda LOVES her six children and has remained
committed to doing whatever she can to keep joy in their lives. This week has been as joyful as it
gets - they finally have a home! One week ago, Family Promise was gifted a home just for this
family. It will be theirs for as long as they want it thanks to this incredible act of love and generosity.
Their furniture won't be delivered until Monday, so tonight they are joyfully sleeping on the floor
with their heart full of gratitude and hope.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.MESSIAHELCA.COM
20

NOTES OF HOPE

One of my favorite hymns is "For All the
Saints." We used verses from that
hymn as our response in various
sections of October's Luminaries at the
Labyrinth worship service. We made
lighted luminaries for the saints in our
lives who have gone on before. It was a
most beautiful evening!
Who are the saints in your life that you
dearly miss? If you had been at the
Luminaries at the Labyrinth worship
service, for whom would you have made
a luminary? On November 6 & 7 we will
again honor those who have gone before
through a video presentation of people
who have died in the past year. Please
bring, or email, your photos to the
church office soon, so that all may be
included.
My mother is someone who has gone on
before me that I miss. Never did she
consider herself a saint, and many
others did not either. She did the best
she could in life raising her family, but
was trapped by alcoholism. She was a
saint in my life because she stood up for
me when I needed it. She is a saint in
my mind as she always took care of me
when I was sick or had problems. She is
a saint in God's book where her name
was written when she was baptized.

Remember the words of that favorite
hymn of mine when you think of those
saints you dearly miss:
You were their rock, their refuge, and
their might,
You, Christ, the hope that put their
fears to flight,
amid gloom and doubt, their true and
shining light.
Alleluia, alleluia!

And make those words your own. May
you have that much faith and
confidence in that rock of ages, Jesus,
refuge of the weary that our hope is built
on and nothing less.

It's great the way God looks at
people. God looks at them and loves
them no matter what. There is nothing
a person can do to make God love them
less. And that includes you!
Notes of Hope are the musings of Hope Moran that can be found at
www.hopemoran.com and also on Facebook and Messiah’s monthly
newsletter offering hope through ordinary life observations where
hope is needed in extraordinary times. Thank you for reading!

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.MESSIAHELCA.COM
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CONGRATULATIONS!
Congrats to James and Elena Crosier on the birth of Charlotte Mary Crosier, born October 25th at 6:49pm, weighing 6lbs and
11.2 oz., 20 inches long.

WITH APPRECIATION
Thank you all so much for your kind words, cards and prayers as we welcomed Maverick Jameson into this world. We are
very thankful for all who made a meal for us as we transition to Parenthood. We loved all the food! We appreciate how loving
our Messiah family is. We are so excited to have Maverick join Messiah family. Thank you all again! —Matt, Ashley, and
Maverick Mills
Thank you so much for the work projects that you did for Lutheran Hills during your family camp out! All the work you accomplished with mowing, splitting wood, cleaning out gutters, and clearing away brush was a big help in making camp
function better and look prettier. We always love hosting your group and look forward to doing so again in the future! —
Lutheran Hills Staff

Thank you for your thoughtful contribution. From emergency housing, to things like helping a resident get their HSE (GED),
teaching teens and children about healthy relationships, and more; this gift will take a person in need from victim to survivor.
We are so grateful for the big hearts at Messiah Lutheran. —Sheltering Wings
We are so very thankful for your generous gift to the Indiana Chapter of the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention.
We appreciate the entire Messiah Lutheran Church team! —AFSP Indiana
Thank you for your ongoing support of Meals on Wheels. Thanks to the generosity of organizations such as Messiah
Lutheran, our program continues to grow and have a positive impact on seniors in our community. —The Meals on Wheels
Team
On behalf of Family Promise, thank you very much for your generous delivery of the large variety of fruit juices, toilet paper,
trash bags, plates, bowls, cutlery, milk, bread, lunch meat, hand sanitizer… Your kindness is so appreciated by all of us on
staff and of course, by our families and other clients. You make a wonderful difference in making our little part of the world
ad better place. Love and thanks—Jennifer and Family Promise Staff

Our county Board of Directors, coaches, and athletes would like to thank you for your donation to our county program. This donation will allow us to continue to provide quality programs and equipment for our athletes. Your
continued support is greatly appreciated. —Special Olympics Indiana, Hendricks County.
Thank you for the beautiful flowers and many prayers throughout Jerry’s illness and passing. He truly meant so
much to our family. —Sandy Grace

MISSION OF THE MONTH
VETERAN ORGANIZATION
We will be collecting money for a local military organization. We thank all those who are serving and have served in our
nation’s military. Last month’s offering was for the Messiah Food Pantry and $1,329. Thank you to all who donated!

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
September Average Offering
$8,356
October Building Number
$468,784
September Average Attendance 146
For online giving visit www.messiahelca.com and click on the “Secure Online Giving” link in the upper
right corner. Offerings may be dropped off at the church office weekdays between 9:00am—3:00pm or
put into the offering plate in the entrance to the sanctuary during any worship service. Thank you for
giving so generously to God’s mission at Messiah.
VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.MESSIAHELCA.COM
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Audrey
Joseph

Faletic
Roberts

01
01

Carla
Marianne

Sands
Skarvan

01
03

Annette
Julie
Tom
Patricia
Rev. Dr. Amy
Cliff
Colin
Matthew
Karla
Kathleen
Kelly
Parker
Madelaine
Julianne
Nicole
Holly

Marette
Bahr
Barker
Lusk
Allen
Oehme
Carey
Elliott
Bodie
Hamstra
Barker
Einterz
Sexton
Crawn
Corder
Hays Jones

03
04
08
08
08
12
13
16
16
17
18
18
19
19
21
21

Heidi
Alexander

Wolf
Roberts

22
23

Owen
Julie

Uhlenkamp
Kinkley

23
26

Spencer
David

Carr
Greene

27
27

Jennifer
Drew

Bradley
Kirchhoff

28
29

Rebecca
Guenter

Allen
Wolf

29
30

Jon and Carla Sands
Charlie and Mary Guernsey
Jeff Barraclough

07
09
09

Mike and Jody Williams
Joe and Sandra Sims
Amy and Bob Werling

18
22
24

Mark and Kathy Elliott

25

23

NOVEMBER
2021
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ONLINE AND IN-PERSON
WORSHIP SERVICES
SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP
Saturday evening worship, offered in person
only, will now be inside due to the changing
weather. As a reminder, masks are still
required to be worn inside at worship.

WEEKLY GROUPS
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Join the men at Messiah on Monday evenings on
Zoom or in person at 7:00pm. Zoom ID 871
0996 8269 and Passcode 999406.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Meets weekly at 9:30am on Wednesdays, in
person at Messiah
FRIENDS IN CHRIST BIBLE STUDY
Meets weekly at 7:00pm Wednesdays via Zoom
ID 830 6152 0834 and Passcode 876134.
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
FOOD PANTRY
Hendricks County Residents may visit once a month.
The pantry is open every Saturday 10:00am—Noon.
Bring ID and proof of residence.
CLOTHING PANTRY
Open in conjunction with the Food Pantry. Currently
only accepting clothing donations from Messiah members for all sizes of summer children’s clothing.
BLESSING BOX
Please consider donating items directly into this box by
the recycle bin on the north side of the parking lot.
Items most in need are: Beefaroni-type products with a
pull top lid; individual mac & cheese and cereal cups;
small bottles of water and juices; small applesauce and
fruit cups. Thank you for your donations!

SUNDAY TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
Sunday morning worship at 9:00 am in
person and via Zoom. Zoom ID 805 787233

DAILY PRAYER ONLINE
Monday through Saturday at
10:00am on Zoom ID 859 4027
5299 Passcode 081575. Join once,
often or always for a devotion and
time of prayer.
CONFIRMATION
Sundays at 6:00pm-7:00pm
HS YOUTH GROUP
Sundays at 7:00pm-8:00pm
BUILDING GUIDELINES
If you are visiting in person, please
know that masks are required to be
worn in worship and at events
where children may be present.
Small groups may jointly decide to
take masks off if fully vaccinated by
group consensus and if children are
not present. Please also remember
to observe the social distancing
guidelines of 6 feet apart.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.MESSIAHELCA.COM
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Evening Worship:
•

5:30 pm In Person Only

Sunday Worship In Person and via Zoom:
•

Traditional 9:00 am

CHURCH COUNCIL EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
President: Karla Bodie
Vice President: Todd Barker
Secretary: Debbie Hood
Treasurer: Dennis DeClercq

CHURCH COUNCIL BOARD DIRECTORS










Spiritual Life: Dan Ahrens
Worship & Music: Carole Barnaby-Boyle & Cathy
Canfield
Open Hearts:
Stewardship: Randy Effner
Church Properties: Kyle Uhlenkamp
Fellowship: Erin Cooper
Parish Communication: Amy Allen
Social Ministry: Lisa Buetow
Christian Education: Trevor Ewing

MUTUAL MINISTRY TEAM FOR PASTOR ERIK




Lynn Bedard
Nicole Corder
Jon Sands

MUTUTAL MINISTRY TEAM FOR HOPE MORAN




Roy Canfield
Sarah Ewing
Tom Barker

VISION STATEMENT
Creating CHRIST-CENTERED Community

MISSION STATEMENT
As believers in Jesus Christ, Messiah Lutheran
Church is a fellowship of Christian faith called by
God to gather, grow and go as disciples of Christ.

STAFF AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Erik Allen
Pastor
If you need pastoral care, contact Pastor Erik
on his cell phone 775-750-7266
Email: pastor.erik@messiahelca.com
Pr. Erik takes Thursday 4:00pm-Saturday
4:00pm as his regularly scheduled days off
Hope Moran
Director of Ministries
Cell phone 317-910-6080
Email: hope.moran@messiahelca.com
Hope takes Friday &Saturday as her
regularly scheduled days off.

Trent Whisenant
Music & Choir Director
Email: trent.whisenant@messiahelca.com
Caleb Meadows

Saturday Evening Musician
GRACE Band Leader

Hannah Demaree

Director of Youth and
Family Ministry
Email: hannah.demaree@messiahelca.com
Tracey Shaw
Administrative Assistant
Email: tracey.shaw@messiahelca.com
Christie Hoaglin
Finance Administrator
Email: christie.hoaglin@messiahelca.com
CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone: (317) 852-2988
Fax: (317) 852-9022
Office Hours: M - F 9 :00am- 3:00pm
Email: info@messiahelca.com
Prayer Chain: prayers@messiahelca.com
One or more staff member will be in the office
9:00am - 3:00pm Monday -Friday. Please call
the church office (317-852-2988) before
stopping by to see if the staff member you need
to visit is in.
MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH
801 South Green St.

www.messiahelca.com
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