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Learning to Drive All Over Again
Some of you know that deep down, I’m a
“car guy”. My first car was a 1970 VW Beetle that
we spent years restoring and working on with my
uncle. It was a beautiful robin’s egg blue and, of
course, it came with a manual transmission, which
meant some additional driving instructions were
necessary from my dad before actually being able to
take it for a spin. I still remember practicing finding that balance point where the clutch would catch
and engage the transmission to make the car go forward. Let the clutch out too quickly and the car
would lurch forward. Fail to give it enough gas and
the car would stall. After a little parking lot practicing, I finally felt I could drive it on the road. “One
more thing” my dad said, “let’s practice on a hill!”
And just like that it was back to the beginning and
once again finding the right balance point to get the
car going forward without rolling backwards down
the hill…
As CDC guidelines change, millions of vaccine doses are distributed daily and more people
feel comfortable engaging in more public activities.
I can’t help but think about finding that balance
point and learning how to move forward together.
Like learning how to “drive a stick,” it’s not going to
be smooth. There will continue to be starts, stalls
and sudden stops. There will be moments of joy as
we get going, only to come up to another intersection and start the whole process over again. Yet, we
remain in the vehicle—or in this case—in the body
of Christ, the church, together. And just like when
you’re learning how to drive, when it comes to this
learning process, we must be aware of our surroundings and recognize where we actually are.
Dr. Irene Kraegel in her book, The Mindful

Christian, shares her research that reflects on the
Christian life and encourages readers to be open to
the present moment experiences. By being mindful
of these experiences she suggests individuals can be
more open to the Spirit. She writes, “through mindfulness, we stop insisting that God give us a different life than the one we have, and we choose to accept our reality for what it is. This is ‘radical acceptance’: letting go of the need to change anything,
even in the most difficult of circumstances, as a
pathway to contentment. We open our eyes to see
God in the very circumstances where we find ourselves, and we open our hands to receive all that
God has for us.” Kraegel continues, “Acceptance is
not a term to be thrown around lightly. There are
many painful circumstances in life: violence, relationship loss, terminal illness, racism, discrimination, depression, and numerous others. It is clear
that things are not right and that our world is filled
with pain. Scripture reminds us, ‘We know that the
whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves,
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies.’” (Romans 8:22-23).
Still as Christians, we know that God holds
each moment—that there are limits of what we can
control. But even more, we know that as disciples
of Jesus the witness of the empty tomb speaks to
new life not just in the future, but in the here and
now. For as we have been hearing in our Easter
readings, Jesus is present, ready to heal whatever
we are willing to bring to the light. We need not
fear because we have seen the Lord and are safely in
the hands of the master. And it is His hands that
will continue to steer and guide us forward!
Grace and Peace, Pr. Erik

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.MESSIAHELCA.COM

Music, Food, and Celebration
Saturday, May 1 from 4—6pm
A Family Event Featuring: The Band “Celtica” with a Bagpiper, Labyrinth Facilitator Pastor
Barbara Dahl, Finger Labyrinths, Re-Dedication of the Labyrinth with former Bishop Jim
Stuck and Labyrinth designers Wil & Nick Kinkley at 4pm. All the other activities will be going
on the entire 2 hours. Have dinner at the Pastabilitiez Food Truck. Attend Messiah’s indoor
worship at 5:30pm if you would like to. Open to the community. Bring your friends and neighbors!! Bring a lawn chair. Come for the labyrinth, the band and/or the food! Come for 30
minutes or all 2 hours. Please wear a mask & physical distance to show our care for others.

MISSION OF THE MONTH: MESSIAH’S FOOD PANTRY
Each month Messiah has a special offering for a different mission. This month’s mission of
the month is the Food Pantry. It serves people from Hendricks County every Saturday from
10am—Noon. If you would like to volunteer, please go to Messiah’s website at
www.messiahelca.com. Your donations help purchase food items in bulk to distribute.
Thank you for your generosity. If you have any questions, contact Judy Phillips. Last
month’s mission: God’s Global Barnyard raised $83.00.

SEW GOOD QUILTERS
The Sew Good Quilters are a group that have met together at Messiah for many years to
make prayer blankets, lap robes and bed covers. This ministry touches people going
through difficult times. We stopped meeting during the pandemic but we are beginning to
meet again starting on Monday, May 3 at 10 – Noon in the Kinney Family Life Center.
There are various jobs to be done. We need people to tie the quilts, cut the fabric squares,
and sew around the blankets. Join us every Monday 10-Noon (except holidays). We would
love to work together with you in this blanket ministry. Questions? Contact Kathy Cooper
or Debbie Hood
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SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICES
MAY 2
CONFIRMATION
MAY 9
MOTHER’S DAY
MAY 16
GRADUATION RECOGNITION
MAY 23
PENTECOST
A DAY TO WEAR RED
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MAY 30
HOLY TRINITY
MEMORIAL DAY

As of this writing, Saturday services continue in person only at
5:30pm. The Sunday service is at 9am in person and on Zoom (805
787 233 and no passcode). To attend an in person service, please sign
up in advance by using the sign up links included in the Wednesday
and Friday enews or call the church office (317) 852-2988. Masks and
physical distancing are requested in the building.

SPIRITUAL LIFE BOARD PRAYER
Each month a member of the Spiritual Life Board writes a
prayer for a different ministry at Messiah for the members
to pray for the month. This month they highlight the
Property Committee.
Gracious God, thank you for the gifts and blessings you give
us each and every day, especially the beautiful weather we
are having this early spring. With the grass turning green,
trees starting to blossom, and the early flowers popping up
through the ground, we start to think about all the
wonderful things our Heavenly Father has created for us.
We also thank you Lord, for the beautiful Church and
property you have provided for us, and the Property
Committee who continually maintains and repairs all you
have given us. They give of their time to this ministry so that
all of us have a clean, safe, and operational building to
worship in and praise our Lord and Savior. So please,
Father, bless and keep safe all these men and women in this
needed ministry, in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

MAY 1 & 2
ACTS 8: 26-40
PSALM 22: 25-31
I JOHN 4: 7—21
JOHN 15: 1—8
MAY 8 & 9
ACTS 10: 44—48
PSALM 98
1 JOHN 5: 1—6
JOHN 15: 9—17

MAY 15 & 16
ACTS 1: 15—17, 21-26
PSALM 1
1 JOHN 5: 9—13
JOHN 17: 6—19
MAY 22 & 23
ACTS 2: 1—21
PSALM 104: 24-34, 35b
ROMANS 8: 22—27
JOHN 15: 26-27 and
JOHN 16: 4b—15
MAY 29 & 30
ISAIAH 6: 1—8
PSALM 29
ROMANS 8: 12—17
JOHN 3: 1—17

On Sunday, May 2 at a special service for the Confirmands and their
families, the following young people will affirm their baptism:
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Rebecca Allen
Elli Bergstrom
Riley Blasius
Finn Carey
Anna Ewing
Audrey Faletic
Nolan Hataway
Christian Schweitzer
Christopher Willman
Christopher’s Confirmation was delayed a year due to COVID. Their
display boards and faith statements will be on display in the church
gathering area for the next two weeks. Stop by and learn more about
our newest adult members.

YOU ARE IMPORTANT IN MESSIAH’S PUZZLE OF GOD’S LOVE!

There still is time to get your puzzle piece into the picture. All members were mailed a piece
along with an information sheet. Take a moment and drop your piece off at the church in the
basket at the welcome center or take it to the church office. On Pentecost, May 23 we hope to
have the puzzle complete along with our database completed. Contact Dan Ahrens or Kris
Quandt if you have misplaced your piece. A duplicate one may be available. Always know you
are an important piece in our family of faith at Messiah.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER AT MESSIAH

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

At our Worship and Music Meeting in February, we had two interesting
suggestions regarding intercessory prayers during our traditional
worship church services at Messiah. One suggestion was that we not
use names during prayers, as it seems to put some people above others.
The other suggestion was that the congregation repeat each name as it
is said.

MAY 1
Reader
Teresa Rader

These ideas, representing the diversity at Messiah, led to a discussion
about intercessory prayer, and what is included each week. There are
general petitions with specific current events and people added.
We discussed the ways prayers are done at different Lutheran churches
What’s
INSIDE
we have
attended.
We also tried to recall when and how the prayers
came to be the way they are at Messiah. We have members on our
board who have been at Messiah from three to 30+ years, and no one
remembered prayers being done without names. The groups of names
included have changed over time. One year we prayed for everyone who
had birthdays in the coming week, so during the year, each member’s
name was included in the prayers at least once. Recently, we included
front line workers. That changed as we started to come out of this time
of pandemic. We also include members of our military. Other groups
are the families and friends of those who have died, and those who have
health concerns.
The names shared during worship are not said to indicate that they
need prayer more, or are more important, than others included in the
general parts of the prayer petitions. Rather, they are included because
prayers have been specifically requested by members of the congregation. The number of requests is not limited, and members requesting
can say if they want the name included in the service. Prayers are requested and can be prayed in a variety of ways at Messiah: Pastor/staff
only, email prayer requests, cards in pews, Stephen’s Ministry prayer
requests cards, Second Sunday individual prayers during communion,
within Bible Study groups, or prayer during services. I am sure there
are others too.
We also discussed what having names said in prayers has meant to
some of us, and what others have told us. I know it meant a lot to me to
hear my daughter Margaret’s name, as an RN during Covid. God would
have known our prayers for her, even if her name had not been said,
but it meant a lot to hear her name and know our church community
was praying for her during this challenging time.
If you would like to share, I look forward to hearing your thoughts on
how we do prayers at Messiah.
Until next month,
Cathy Canfield
Co-chair of Worship and Music Board, Messiah

MAY 2
Reader
Dottie McIntyre
Assisting Minister
Kris Quandt
May 8
Reader
Robin Ryan-McFarland

May 9
Reader
Joe Kempf
Assisting Minister
Randy Effner
May 15
Reader
Mike Ford
May 16
Reader
Judy Phillips
Assisting Minister
Hope Moran
May 22
Reader
Patty Carroll
May 23
Reader
Trevor Ewing
Assisting Minister
Trevor Ewing
May 29
Reader
Mike Ford
May 30
Reader
Shirley Stempson
Assisting Minister
Tom Stempson

FIRST COMMUNION
God’s blessings to Joanna
Allen, Cecil Bremer, Adeline
Dyer, and Chloe Mulford who
had their First Communion
delayed a year due to COVID.
This year Zach Bruns, Vivian
Jeffries, Perry Sands and Sam
Willman completed their
studies and also participated in
the Rite of First Communion on
Sunday, April 11th.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL DAY CAMP!
Luther Road Traveling Day Camp is coming to Messiah
June 13 - 18 sponsored by Lutheran Outdoor Ministries
with a traveling college-aged team called Luther Road. It
will be a day camp from 9am - 4pm except on the 18th
when it will be 9am - Noon.
The theme is "From Generation to Generation" based on
Psalm 100:5. Campers and their leaders will explore the
stories of familiar Bible characters and their responses to
God’s call and promised faithfulness in the midst of life’s
unpredictability and challenges. The promises of God includeWhat’s
a place toINSIDE
live, a purpose to live out, and a posterity to carry on God’s promises to all future generations. Freed from fear, we step out, trusting that missteps will not destroy us, that
God’s guidance will take us where God has called us to go, creating relationships based on care
and compassion. From Generation to Generation focuses on how the enduring love instilled in
the promise to Abraham and Sarah continue through Old Testament characters, to Jesus, to
the early church and on to YOU! God’s love endures forever!
At this time, we are opening registration to Messiah children (up to 50 children) who are entering grades 1 - 6 this fall. Register now by going here: https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/1UlRQpN67Ucgf64cEQINY_JdLvd1mvJrdIBfoGAjPxdc/edit
Whatever spots are left on May 16, of the 50 available, they will be opened to children from our
community. Host homes will be needed for the 5 college-aged leaders. If you would like to see
their Covid protocol playbook, or host a team member, or volunteer as an adult helper as 5 are
needed each day, contact Hope at hope.moran@messiahelca.com or (317) 910-6080. The children will experience worship, games, Bible stories, arts & crafts and recreation outside as
much as possible. For questions or concerns contact Emily Schweitzer, Trevor Ewing, LeAnn
Bruns, Pastor Amy Allen, Hope Moran or Pastor Erik who serve on the Christian Education
Board.

CALLING ALL GRADUATES
Whether you graduated from a technical school, a university, a specialized
program, high school or equivalent, Messiah would like to recognize you on
Sunday, May 16 at the 9am service with a special blessing and a booklet with
your picture and a write up. You may submit your information on line
through this Google doc: https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/1YyjNNhfn3x3qJUmK5QMKFHA9-mHP0ztyfIMvUGUjaig/edit?ts=6088152d
Contact Hope Moran if you have any questions.

SUMMER YOUTH EVENTS
Keep you eye out for emails, announcements in worship, mailings and enews for information
about special youth events from May—July! The high school youth group will meet on Sunday,
May 2 at 7pm for a campfire and recognition of the high school seniors.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL

Children’s Sunday School is meeting in person on Sunday,
May 2, 9 and 16th and then will take a break for the summer. We thank our teachers who have stuck through it all as
well as our families. Many thanks to Linda Schwartzkopf,
Ashley Mills, and Lisa Schulenberg, Thank you to Karla
Bodie, LeAnn Bruns and Eric Willman for teaching the
Middle School and High School Youth, too.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Many thanks to Pastor Jim Wetzel for leading the adult class on the book of Revelation this
year and Tom Stempson and his volunteer teachers for leading Table Talk. Their last class will
be the same as the children’s on May 16th and will resume in August. It has been an interesting year with Zoom and in person, and they are appreciated for making it work so that adults
could grow in their faith. There will be classes still on May 2, 9 and 16.

FRIENDS IN CHRIST BIBLE STUDY
Dietrich Bonhoeffer Study
You are welcome to join us for a devotional study of "40 Day Journey with Dietrich Bonhoeffer", by Ron Klug. Dietrich was a German and Lutheran theologian and writer, an antiNazi dissident and founding member of the Confessing Church. He was tried and hung in
the Flossenburg concentration camp for participating in a plot to kill Hitler. The book may
be purchased through the Augsburg Fortress store. Contact Julie Oehme for more information.
Wednesdays May 19—June 23 at 7:00pm

Average March weekly offering
Bridge to the Future offering as of 4/30/21
Average weekly attendance for April

$10,696
$434, 443
236

For online giving visit www.messiahelca.com and click on the “Secure Online
Giving” link in the upper right corner. Offerings may be dropped off at the
church office weekdays between 9am—3pm or put into the offering plate in the entrance to the
sanctuary during any worship service. Thank you for giving so generously to God’s mission at Messiah.
Mark Your Calendar! Congregational Meeting on Sunday, May 23 at 10:15am on Zoom
805 787 233 with no Passcode. Watch your mail for more information. Election of
Council members will take place.
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WOMEN’S

MINISTRIES

Psalm 130:5 “I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in His word I
put my hope.”
Do you ever feel like you are always waiting? Waiting for a phone call or a text? Waiting in line at a
drive up? Waiting for summer vacation? Do you feel like that endlessly spinning circle of dots on your
Apple TV?
I feel like I’ve spent so much of my life waiting. When I was younger, I couldn’t wait to be older and on
my own. When my babies were born, I couldn’t wait for them to be walking and talking. When I was in
college, I couldn’t wait to be teaching. When I was teaching, I couldn’t wait to retire. All of that waiting…for what? Or, perhaps, for whom?

We humans are a finicky bunch, especially in this technological, on-demand age. Our loyalties are easily swayed by an ad, a social media post, a conversation. And, we are content to wait, for a day or two.
As cliche as it sounds and is, we are always on to the next best thing which may or may not involve
waiting. We have lost the fine art of patience.
I read this particular Psalm verse, and it strikes me. Perhaps, today, it is the other way around. The
Lord waits for me, His whole being waits, and in me He puts His hope that I will come to Him. I sometimes struggle to remember God is there to help me through the bad times as well as the good times.
In fact, He is always there to help me. I just need to ask. God has not, as I have, lost that fine art of patience. He patiently waits for me. He patiently hopes I will remember Him.
In this sort of in-between time of re-gathering at the church, re-entering the world, hope plays a huge
role. I hope my vaccination protects me; I hope I am considerate of others and their beliefs; I hope the
world changes. But, as large a role as hope plays, God’s role in my life is immense. For it is He who,
ultimately, has given me hope. Hope the virus will be tamed; hope I can see people I’ve missed; and,
hope the world will embrace the lessons Jesus Christ taught. Throughout these past long and lonely
months, my hope and faith in the Holy Trinity have sustained me.
- Marsha Banks

Messiah Cookies & Canvas ZOOM Event for All
Instructor: Laura Fox Wallis
Friday, June 18 from 6:30 – 8:30 pm
An online, live, fun-filled Women’s Ministries fundraiser for both
adults and kids over 6 is being sponsored on Friday, June 18 from
6:30 – 8:30 pm. The cost is $20 per canvas with supplies. Sign up
in the narthex and mark your calendars. Make it a family event,
get together with friends, or do it in your PJ’s in the comfort of
your own home! Everything you need, including the cookies, will
be provided for pick up at church Sunday, June 6 through
Thursday, June 17. All are welcome; have a friend join you!
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MINISTRIES

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES HANDMADE SOAP SALES
Do you need a Mother’s Day gift for Mom or Grandma? How
about an end of the year teacher gift, or a small thank you gift for a
neighbor or friend?
Women’s Ministries is selling handmade soaps, sugar scrubs and
lip balms during the month of May or until supplies run out.
Product selections include:
Lavender Honey Lemon Soap, Oatmeal Honey Soap, Citrus Fresh
Sugar Scrub, and a natural Lip Balm. The soaps and scrubs are priced at $3 and the lip balm is
$2.
Payment may be made by cash, check, or an on-line payment to Messiah Women’s Ministries.
Purchases may be made after the 9am Sunday worship services or by contacting
Dottie McIntyre or Donna Effner for alternate arrangements.

SAVE THE DATE!
Join Messiah’s Women’s Ministries for our 4th (almost) annual women’s retreat! The theme is “Boundless Compassion.” Friday, Sept. 24 -Sunday, Sept
26 at Lutheran Hills Camp. Early Bird Registration: July 24 – Aug.15 More
details coming soon! Contact Persons: Kathy Cooper and Hope Moran .

LITTLE RED DOOR COLLECTION

All throughout the month of May, everyone is asked to consider donating items to the
Little Red Door Cancer Agency. The goal is to have enough items for 50 care packages for
the cancer patients they help. Little Red Door has been around a long time, serving cancer patients in Indiana since 1945. Their mission is to reduce the physical, emotional and
financial burden to medically underserved Hoosiers with cancer by providing free client
services, survivor programming and education. Drop off your donations in the blue tub
under the poster in the church narthex. Some items have been
donated, and you are thanked for your generosity. Items still needed
are, with the most needed in bold: 20 activity, coloring or sudoku
books; 34 soft hats (homemade or store bought); 19 hand sanitizers;
34 chapstick; 11 kleenex; 44 water bottles; 0 ear plugs; 44 fuzzy
socks (for women); 9 bars of soap; 25 journals; 23 colored
pencils/crayons; 38 pens; 49 sleeping eye masks; 46 bottles of
lotion; 50 handwritten notes of encouragement; 50
children’s handmade pictures of encouragement.
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WOMEN’S

MINISTRIES

Spring is a time of freshness and renewal. Flowers peek from the sleepy earth, grass begins to green, and trees bud…all signifying warmer weather to come and outdoor activities soon to follow. Much like the flowers in spring, new events and activities begin to
blossom as we slowly emerge from the “slumber” of 2020. Now is the time to breathe in
the freshness and start anew. Why not begin that fresh start with a Bible study? All
women are invited to join us for one of the established Bible studies and times listed below, or begin your own with a few friends. Wherever you choose to renew and grow, God
will be there with you.

The current women’s Bible studies being held at Messiah are as follows:
Wednesday Morning Bible Study
9:30am each Wednesday in the KFLC
Studying: Discerning the Voice of God: by Priscilla Shirer
Joanna Circle
5/10 @ 7pm KFLC & Zoom
Studying: Women of the Bible: by Jean Syswerda (lesson on Esther)
Mary Martha Circle
5/11 @ 9:30am in-person, Rm 117
Ruth Circle
5/17 @ 7pm in-person, KFLC
Starting a new Study: She Smiles Without Fear: by Katy McCown
Esther Circle is currently not meeting
Upcoming Events:
*Little Red Door Cancer Agency Care Package Collection
Now and ending 5/30
See poster in narthex and e-news for items needed
*Homemade Soap, Hand Scrub and Lip Balm Sales
5/2-6/14
*All Ladies Salad Supper
6/14 @ 6:30pm at Gibboney Pavilion
This is an outdoor event and all ladies are invited to join us. Participants are
asked to bring a salad for themselves and provide their own seating. Drinks
and desserts will be provided by Joanna Circle.
*Cookies and Canvas Fundraiser Zoom event
6/18 @ 6:30pm-8:30pm
Adults and kids over 6 years old welcome.
Cost is $20 for supplies and instruction.
*Fast Track Pencil Collection
Collecting now through early July
Donations of #2 wooden pencils (plain pencils, no logos please) are requested
*Boundless Compassion Women’s Fall Retreat
9/24-9/26/21 @ Lutheran Hills
Full information on upcoming events will be provided in e-news articles and weekly worship service announcements.
Article submitted by: Donna Effner
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FAMILY PROMISE
Many thanks to Tom and Shirley Stempson; Norma Wehrman; Deb Vernon;
Marilyn Banks; Faith Lutheran Church; Randy and Donna Effner, Nancy
Freese; Vicki Smith; Rebecca Brown; Good Samaritan Episcopal Church; Trudy
and Jerry Land; and, Mark and Teresa Rader for providing meals for Family
Promise the week of May 9th. There are currently 5 families in the program
with 8 adults, 1 teen, 3 children and 2 infants. These families are working hard
to turn their lives around and gain affordable housing. Your meals and prayers
go a long way in helping them reach their goal. Shannon Imel is thanked for
continuing to plan these meals each quarter and Teresa Rader for coordinating
the Family Promise program on Messiah’s behalf. We look forward to the day
when we can house them safely again in our building.

CLOTHING PANTRY
Many thanks to Nancy Freese for coordinating the clothing pantry and all the
volunteers who give of their time on Saturday mornings from 10am—Noon plus
those who sort and wash the clothes. Nancy is ready to open again on Saturday, May 1st. They will be only accepting summer children’s clothing in good
condition and in all sizes. If you would like to volunteer on a Saturday, please
contact Nancy. She’d love to hear from you.

BLESSING BOX
This box gets a lot of use from our community. One woman stopped who was
living in her van, the youth at Harris stop for breakfast bars on their way to
school and snacks after, one person comes every Tuesday in need. When you
are grocery shopping, if you are able, consider picking up some ravioli or
spaghetti o’s with meatballs or other items of that nature with pull top lids,
individual cereals, and items like these. Just place them in the box yourself or
drop them off in the church office. Thanks for helping to feed our community.
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SUMMER FRIENDSHIP GATHERING
“Holy Spirit -The Flame Within Me”
Messiah’s Friendship Group is partnering with St. Andrews Friendship Group and Connection
Ministries to hold the Summer Friendship Gathering. This is a three-evening event which will
connect our friends to enjoy great food, crafts, service projects, and Christian fellowship as we
hear God’s word. The theme for this year’s gathering is “The Holy Spirit – the Flame Within
Me.” Through Bible stories, songs and skits we will learn how the Holy Spirit works in our lives.
The event will take place July 13, 14 and 15 from 6:00 -8:30 p.m. at Messiah.
We have our core group of teacher and leaders, but we need support volunteers. Would you be
willing to help with food service, facility preparation, photography, or being a companion to our
friends? We will provide training and all the materials you may need. Your tasks will not be difficult, but the rewards are great! If you would be willing to help in any of these areas or would
make a monetary donation to support this important ministry, please contact Kris Quandt at 317
691-5460.

TASTE OF MESSIAH: SAT., JUNE 26
SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, June 26, for a “Taste of Messiah”
The Fellowship Board is planning a new outdoor adult event for Saturday, June 26th at 6:30pm.
This will be similar, yet different, from the Progressive Dinner we have typically held in the
spring. The event will be held outside at the Gibboney Pavilion and the surrounding lawn. Each
participant is asked to bring their own lawn chair and a small table, if preferred, for their dining.
We are requesting food donations, individually packaged, for the appetizers, salads and desserts
for the evening. All those willing to donate food are asked to bring 24 servings of their dish. The
Fellowship Board will provide the entrée, paper products, silverware, and drinks for the event.
Food tables/stations will be set up around the event area for social distancing and ease of movement for the evening. A free will offering will be collected to donate to a local charity.
This event is the start of reuniting with our fellow members, friends, and neighbors after a long
time apart.
A sign up will be in the narthex mid-May, or you can contact Donna Effner at
dle510@yahoo.com to sign up. More information will be posted in future e-news articles and the
June newsletter
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WITH APPRECIATION











Teri Sykes would like to thank Mike Madigan for the flowers that were delivered to her home
for herself and her daughter Kristi during Kristi’s recovery from surgery.
The staff thanks the Spiritual Life Board for the encouraging card and gifts.
The staff would also like to thank Joe Kempf for the yummy candy he left for the “Front
Office Angels!”
Last month the bakery that should have been mentioned in the thank you to Dagmar for the
delicious donuts was Hilligoss Bakery in Brownsburg.
Thank you to Kelly Barker’s mom, Alyce Warner, for the beautiful needlepoint picture she
made for our nursery.
The ELCA thanks Messiah for their gift of $235 to the ELCA Fund for Leaders.
Thank you to Mike Ford for painting the new food pantry back door and all the other odd
jobs he does around the church.
Thank you to the Bruns family for providing and serving the refreshments for the First
Communion reception in the pavilion.
Brad Schmidt is thanked for being the media tech every Sunday, and Gene Schwartzkopf for
running Zoom each week as well.

SUPPORT OUR YOUTH
See Madison Carr and Lainie
Sexton in this delightful play!

ANNUAL FAMILY
CAMPOUT
October 1—3, 2021
Lutheran Hills
More information in future
newsletters and enews.
Contact Person:
Jenni Wilcoxson
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A Prayer for Mothers Day
Mothers Day is a day of joy for others, and a day of grief for others. For many, it
lives in the complicated space where those two emotions meet. This prayer invites
into the complexity of the day. Used with permission by Pastor David Hansen.
This Mothers Day, give thanks for loving wonderful mothers, who have given their
children so many invaluable gifts.
Give thanks for new mothers, welcoming new life into the world.
Give thanks for those who choose their children, for adoptive and foster parents, who
model the adoptive love of God.
Give thanks for aunts and godmothers and neighbors, who share maternal love with
so many children; and for far too often overlooked stepmothers.
Give thanks for those who choose to remain without biological children, sharing love
with the world in many ways.
Pray for the many mothers who have had to bear the unimaginable burden of burying
a child, and those who have born the silent grief of stillbirth or miscarriage.
Pray for those who struggle with infertility, whose desire for a child is met with frustration.
Pray for the mothers of children with special needs and chronic illness, who know
anxiety and exhaustion better than most.
Pray for those who were given abuse and heartbreak by the ones called to love them.
Pray for mothers who have made the difficult and loving decision to entrust a child to
adoptive parents.
Pray for those whose mothers have died, who on this day celebrate and grieve
their mother in her absence.
Amen
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Cathy
Mary
Audre
Erin
Bob
Shepherd
Karen
Carole
Jerry
Katie
Norman
Evie
Donna
Lynn
Stacey
Kara
Nicholas
Carolyn
Norma
Hillary
Richard
Nolan
Judy
Carol
Sasha
Joanne
Abby
Deborah
Norma
Marty
Eldon
Linda
Ethan
Chris
Jeff

Willman
Servos
Hartmann
Cooper
Herrold
Hoersten
Ahrens
Barnaby-Boyle
Grace
Fay
Miller
Dayharsh
Effner
Bedard
Blackard
Zaicow
Schulenberg
Sharp
Hermerding
Hoersten
Hager
Hataway
Hetzel
Kester
Mehringer
Madigan
Leeds
Vernon
Wehrman
Saupe
Skinner
Skinner
Faletic
Brown
Barraclough

01
01
04
05
05
05
07
07
07
08
09
09
10
12
12
12
13
13
14
14
14
15
15
16
16
16
16
18
18
19
20
20
22
23
23

BIRTHDAY’S

AND

ANNIVERSARIES

Maren
Gene
Jody
Todd
Teresa
Daniel
Rosemary

Jordan
Schwartzkopf
Williams
Barker
Rader
Ahrens
Bruns

24
24
24
25
25
26
27

Gavin
Brooke
Jennifer
Daniella
Vickie

Crawford
Feister
Dreessen
Dayharsh
Greene

29
29
30
31
31

Mark & Teresa
Carole & John Boyle
Nathan & Lauren
David & Judy

Rader
Barnaby-Boyle
Servos
Phillips

03
07
08
10

Jim & Amy
Rachel & Brian
Brad & Janine
Saundra & Don
Richard & Sharon
Angela & Scott
Jim & Caroline
Keith & Brenda
Colin & Sara
Becky & Greg
Patricia & Brad

Bergstrom
Crawford
Schmidt
Tiedemann
Hager
Jeffries
Braun
Buetow
Carey
Wojcik
Schafer

11
12
16
16
17
25
27
28
30
30
31

A SPECIAL BIRTHDAY

HAPPY
90TH
BIRTHDAY,
AUDRE
HARTMAN!

If you would like to send a
card to Audre, please send
it in care of her daughter:
Mrs. Pamela Lengacher
1108 South Jackson Street
Auburn, IN 46706
Audre’s birthday is May
4th; but she enjoys cards
any time.
16
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ONLINE AND IN-PERSON
WORSHIP SERVICES
SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP
Saturday evening worship in person only
at 5:30 pm. We ask members to sign up
in advance by using the sign up links
included in Wednesday and Friday
enews.
WEEKLY GROUPS
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Join the men at Messiah on Monday evenings on
Zoom or in person at 7:00 pm. Zoom ID 871 0996 8269
Passcode 999406.
WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
Join other women in the Kinney
Family Life Center on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am
for a time to gather and study the Bible.
FRIENDS IN CHRIST BIBLE STUDY
May 19 begins a 6 week study at 7:00 pm Wednesdays
via Zoom ID 830 6152 0834 and passcode 876134.
FRIENDSHIP BIBLE STUDY GROUP
Join our Friendship Bible Study Group on Thursday
evenings at 7:00 pm, currently via Zoom ID 847 9472
7679 password 160931, to share lessons and songs with
our special adult friends.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
FOOD PANTRY
Hendricks County Residents may visit once a month.
Pantry is open every Saturday 10am - noon. Bring ID
and proof of residence.
CLOTHING PANTRY
Open in conjunction with the Food Pantry. Currently
only accepting clothing donations from Messiah members for all sizes of summer children’s clothing.
BLESSING BOX
Please consider donating items directly into this box by
the recycle bin in the parking lot .

SUNDAY TRADITIONAL
WORSHIP
Sunday morning worship at 9:00 am in
person and via Zoom. We ask members
to sign up in advance by using the sign
up links included in Wednesday and
Friday enews. Zoom ID 805 787233 (no
password needed)
DAILY PRAYER ONLINE
Monday through Saturday at 10:00am
Zoom ID 859 4027 5299 Password 081575
Join us weekday mornings at 10:00am for
a devotion and prayer.
CONFIRMATION
Resumes in August.
MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH
Watch for special, summer events.
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
In person Sunday, May 2 at 7pm outside at
Messiah. Watch for special summer
events.

BUILDING GUIDELINES
If you are visiting in person, please know
that masks are required to be worn inside
the church building. If you do not have a
mask, they are available as you enter the
building. Sanitizing stations are set
throughout the church building. Please also
remember to observe the social distancing
guidelines of remaining 6 feet apart.
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Evening Worship:
•

5:30 pm In Person Only

Sunday Worship In Person and via Zoom:
•

Traditional 9:00 am

CHURCH COUNCIL EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
President: Karla Bodie
Vice President: Lynn Bedard
Secretary: Debbie Hood
Treasurer: Linda Schwartzkopf

CHURCH COUNCIL BOARD DIRECTORS










Spiritual Life: Dan Ahrens
Worship & Music: Carole Barnaby-Boyle & Cathy
Canfield
Open Hearts: Sue Hillman
Stewardship: Randy Effner
Church Properties: Kyle Uhlenkamp
Fellowship: Gene Schwartzkopf
Parish Communication: Open
Social Ministry: Lisa Buetow
Christian Education: Trevor Ewing

MUTUAL MINISTRY TEAM FOR PASTOR ERIK




Erin Cooper
Nicole Corder
Jon Sands

MUTUTAL MINISTRY TEAM FOR HOPE MORAN



Roy Canfield
Sarah Ewing

VISION STATEMENT
Creating CHRIST-CENTERED Community

STAFF AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Erik Allen

Pastor

If you need pastoral care, contact Pastor Erik on his
cell phone 775-750-7266
Email: pastor.erik@messiahelca.com
Hope Moran

Director of Ministries

Cell phone 317-910-6080
Email: hope.moran@messiahelca.com
Trent Whisenant

Music & Choir Director

Email: trent.whisenant@messiahelca.com
Caleb Meadows
Tracey Shaw

Saturday Evening Musician
GRACE Band Leader
Administrative Assistant

Email: tracey.shaw@messiahelca.com
Christie Hoaglin

Finance Administrator

Email: christie.hoaglin@messiahelca.com
CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone (317) 852-2988
Fax
(317) 852-9022
Office Hours M - F 9 - 3
Email info@messiahelca.com
Prayer Chain
prayers@messiahelca.com
One staff member will be in the office 9am - 3pm,
Monday through Friday. Please call the church office
(317-852-2988) if you need to stop by as the doors will
be locked. Be sure to wear your mask and social
distance as well.

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH
801 South Green St.
Brownsburg, IN 46112

MISSION STATEMENT
As believers in Jesus Christ, Messiah Lutheran
Church is a fellowship of Christian faith called by
God to gather, grow and go as disciples of Christ.

www.messiahelca.com
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