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Over the years I’ve heard several versions of the parable about how monkeys were once trapped.
The monkeys would sneak in to the village, forage, then slip away with much needed food supplies.
To relocate the mischievous monkeys, villagers strategically placed clever traps.
TheWhat’s
trap consisted
of a coconut that was prepared in such a way that the monkey could put his
INSIDE
flexible hand inside to grab the coconut treasure, but once he grabbed the food in his hand, he
couldn’t fit his fist back through the hole. Ever determined, the monkey would try with no success
to free himself and the snack. Refusing to let go of his treasure, his clenched fist would keep him
trapped. As time passed the monkey would get frustrated and make more noise until finally a
villager would come along, collect the trap with the monkey, and transport them both to an area far
enough away that the monkey would not find his way back.
The irony, of course, is that if the monkey would only let go of the snack, he could go free. All it
would take was loosening his fist, and his hand would slide back through the hole. But he wouldn’t
let go. So, he’s trapped. On the one hand it’s so simple, and ironic that it can sound funny to us.
But letting go isn’t always easy.
This year our Lenten texts include the Parable of the Prodigal Son. As you may recall, the parable
ends unresolved with the father pleading with the elder brother to join the party that is celebrating
his younger brother’s return. As far as we can tell, the oldest brother is wrestling with a lot of
emotions and having a hard time letting go. Now this is just a parable, and we don’t know what
happened after verse 32, but I hope this family, at some point, found some resolution. Yes, mistakes
were made, and to an extent, many of the emotions experienced in this story are justified, but the
hope is we never have to stay in a place of hurt and anger too long.
Letting go isn’t always easy and healing takes time, but it has to begin somewhere. I think about the
millions of people who have fled Ukraine and the gut-wrenching images of homes and buildings
that have been destroyed. It will take time to heal, and it may be a long time before they can let go
of what they are going through, but hopefully it begins sooner rather than later. I think about the
families who lost friends and family members over the past two years to COVID. Death is so final,
and those loved ones aren’t coming back. But hopefully healing has begun and over time, they can
begin to let go of the hurt that has become part of their life. It isn’t always easy, and it takes time,
but healing must begin.
Thankfully for us, the father in the parable never gives up. Although we don’t get the rest of the
story, I believe the father never gave up because he loves his family. This is how it is with God—
God never gives up. Regardless of how tightly we are holding on to our jealousy, hurt and anger,
God never gives up. Regardless of how long we’ve been in our pit and how deep we’ve dug that pit,
God never gives up. God doesn’t fix our troubles with a snap or the wave of a magic wand, this
takes time. Thankfully we have a very patient God, and we have been blessed with a community of
faith that strives to walk with God on these long journeys. So, let the healing begin—let the healing
begin together—no matter how long it takes.
Grace and Peace,
Pr. Erik

What’s INSIDE

Psalm 9: 1 “I will give
thanks to you, Lord,
with all my heart; I will
tell of your wonderful
deeds.”

What wonderful deeds
has God done in your
life lately? Let Hope
know so that we can
share these in the
announcements for a
time of celebration and
a time to give thanks to
God. Contact Hope at
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SPIRITUAL LIFE BOARD PRAYER
Each month a member of the Spiritual Life Board writes a prayer for a different ministry at Messiah for the members to
pray for the month. This month's prayer is in honor of our Worship and Music Ministries.

This month we especially honor and thank the Lord for Messiah's blessing in being able to sing and worship
again as some semblance of a full, unified body of Christians! For over 2 years the COVID pandemic has put
severe limitations on our ability to do that. How exhilarating it was to hear again on Sunday the full-throated roar
of 70 or 80 Lutheran voices lustily belting out "A Mighty Fortress." Trust me, Luther would have been proud! So
we lift up Pastor Erik, our entire Messiah staff, Trent Whisenant, and our adult and bell choirs, and our GRACE
musicians for their nearly heroic efforts during those trying times to keep things running as smoothly as
possible. For without Pastor's message each week and holy communion, supported by music and song in praise
of the Lord, there is no worship service! So we count our blessings to be able to give back to God through our
songs and worship the goodness and love He so abundantly showers upon us.

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for Your gifts of worship and song and pray that You will continue
to bless Messiah Brownsburg, as well as all Christian congregations who worship in Your Holy Name and that of
Your awesome son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Happenings at Messiah

O.W.Ls
On APRIL 15 - GOOD FRIDAY - MEET AT 11 a.m.
Come experience “STATIONS of the CROSS” at Noon in the Sanctuary
Bill & Marilyn Banks and Joe & Phyllis Bridwell are hosting.
Ham & Mashed Potatoes will be provided! Yum!!
At our meeting in March, our own St. Patrick’s Day Leprechaun made a special guest appearance
& led us in fun word games that Kathy Cooper provided. Our Owls brains were clicking on all
cylinders……well some more than others!

Patsy Wilson’s 94th
birthday celebration was
a hit!
Thanks to everyone for
the cards and love you
gave Patsy!
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YOUTH AND FAMILY NEWS
SCHEDULE FOR CONFIRMATION AND HIGH SCHOOL
SUNDAY EVENINGS—Slight Change from Normal (see below)
Each Sunday, Confirmation and High School students will meet at
the church beginning at 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Then, depending which Sunday of the month it is, one or both
groups will have a fellowship time after Bible Study from 7:00-8:00
p.m. Below is the flow of the month:
1st Sunday (Apr 3)--Confirmation and High School Fellowship
2nd Sunday (Apr 10)--Confirmation Fellowship
3rd Sunday (Apr 17)--No Sunday Night Ministries (Easter)
4th Sunday (Apr 24)--High School Fellowship

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL SAVE THE
DATE
Save the date for VBS
June 13-17
5:30-8:00 p.m.
Please contact Hannah if you would be
interested in leading an area during
VBS or leading a group of kids.
Anyone Middle School aged and older
is eligible to help!

Children and Youth
Sunday Mornings
PreK-8th Grade: 10:10 a.m.
Meet Outside the Office
2nd Friday Fellowship
April 8
Grades 1st-5th
6:00-8:00 p.m.
4th Friday Fellowship
April 22
Grades 6th-8th
6:00-8:00 p.m.

Middle School Fellowship Day at
Lutheran Hills
In collaboration with Resurrection
Lutheran Church in Indianapolis, we
invite our middle school students to
join us at Lutheran Hills on Saturday,
April 30 from 1pm-6pm for a day of
hiking, boating, games, and a hotdog
meal.
Please let Hannah know by April 18 if
you are planning to attend. Cost is $10
per student.

SAVE THE DATE
Confirmation and High School Camp at Lutheran
Hills
June 19-24, 2022
Messiah youth are going to camp! We would love to have all of
our confirmation and high school youth with us for our week at
camp. Please check your calendars and put camp on them!
Especially if you’ve never been to camp, please consider trying
it out! Check out the website and look at Lutheran Hills’
facilities.
Www.Lomik.org
Messiah is dedicated to paying half the cost of camp for our
campers.

Please let Hannah know if you are interested or have
more questions!
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YOUTH AND FAMILY NEWS

PALM SUNDAY IS ALSO HOLY
COMMUNION RECOGNITION
We look forward to celebrating our students who
will be receiving their first communion at the
9:00 a.m. Service on Sunday, April 10.
Congrats to Cody Bruns, Gavin Crawford, Ethan
Faletic, Lucy Fay, Kye Fay, Foster Hoersten, Henry
Hoersten, Mary Servos, and Owen Uhlenkamp.

PICTURES FROM SHROVE TUESDAY AND LENT ACTIVITIES
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WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES

Come learn about the book of Philippians, a letter
from the apostle Paul to the Philippian people. This
will be led by Pastor Jim Wetzel in the KFLC on
Sunday mornings at 10:15 a.m. in rooms 123/125

Wh

MEN’S MONDAY NIGHT
BIBLE STUDY
7:00 p.m. Monday Evenings
The men are studying the book of Acts.
Contact Joe Kempf for more details at jhkempf@aol.com

Friends in Christ Bible Study
Wednesdays from 3:00-4:15 p.m.
April 13, the group will be starting the Rooted Bible
Study beginning with Chapter 3.

Zoom: 830 6152 0834
Password: 876134

Friendship Bible Study
meets weekly at 7:00 p.m. on Thursdays.
We would love to have you join us!

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY
MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m., all women are invited to
study God’s Word each week together in the
Kinney Family Life Center. The current study is
“The Life of a Jesus Follower.” Books are $13 each.
Contact Barb Wetzel at blgunning@gmail.com if
you have any questions.

TABLE TALK ADULT SUNDAY MORNING TOPICAL BIBLE STUDY
This informal adult Sunday school experience meets Sundays at 10:15 a.m. on Zoom
(ID 869 9801 3016 Passcode 659180) and in person in Room 117 at Messiah. You are invited to join
in one Sunday or all Sundays – to hear the topic you are most interested in or hear all the
presentations. The April line up is as follows:

April 3

The Religions of the Ukraine

Bob Skinner

April 10

Timeline of the Bible: Creation to Resurrection

Tom Barker

April 17

Easter Sunday: No class due to Easter Breakfast
at 10:15 a.m. for all

April 24

Hearing the Cries: Discussion Around our Criminal
Justice System

Pastor Erik

April 24 is the final Table Talk until the fall. This Adult Sunday School discussion group will begin
again when Rally Day is announced in August or September 2022. It’s been a great year focusing on
God in our daily lives led by so many gifted people. Thank you for leading and for participating.

CHURCH COUNCIL NOMINATION TEAM

We are looking for additional volunteers to serve on
this year’s Nominating Team. If you are interested in
serving on this team, please reach out to Pr. Erik. If
you are interested in serving on council or finding out
more about open positions to be filled at our May
congregation meeting, please reach out to
Pr. Erik or Karla Bodie. Please note there are no floor
nominations for council positions.
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NOTES OF HOPE
For quite some time I have had two rules by which I try to run my life. When followed,
I believe my days are so much better. Rule #1: Only do three things in a day. Those
three are decided by me. Others sometimes think I am doing more than three things,
but I believe there are just three. Remember, my rules.
Rule 2: No decision Fridays. I have had Fridays off work for some time now. Being
single, and with the job I have, I make almost all the decision in my life and many,
many more in my job. So, I need a break and Fridays is it. I decide the day before
what I will do on Friday, what I will wear, where I will go or not go, and what I will
eat. If something spontaneous comes up, like a friend inviting me out to dinner, I let
them know they must make all the decisions about that meal.

These two simple rules have been important and very good in guiding my life.
A couple weeks ago Pastor commented about a book on my desk by Kate Bowler
titled Good Enough. Pastor suggested that people might like to borrow it from
me. You should if you don’t mind my scribbled notes and highlighting. You may want
to buy a copy to highlight and scribble your own notes on the pages. So much good
stuff! Important stuff about life!
Chapter 5 is called ‘Building a Good Day’; I have often thought that I could have
written this chapter. It talks almost exactly about how I build my good days. She says
“The structure of a good day is simply this: your biggest loves find their way
in. God. Friends. Meaning. Family. Take some real unhurried time to reflect on how
a spiritual practice might pop into your day.” Yes! This is so important. You must
define your biggest loves and then make sure they are a part of your day. Without
them life is dreary and dull. Those loves bring joy and delight.
She also writes: “My friend with leukemia recently told me that she began to see each
day as capable of only three things.” Three things! I do not have leukemia, but I could
have written this as well. She later says: “To be human is to accept that we are limited
and the more honesty we have about that, the better. If we want to build a good day,
we can start with just that. One day.”
She then shares an exercise to help people not crowd their day, to let God in, and to
define your big loves and let them in. Her ending quote is both cute and true: “Like
the sands through the hourglass, so are the days of our lives.” I imagine you know
where that quote originated.

This book could have been written by me. I take all this seriously
so that I can have more joy in my life, and I hope you will, too!

Notes of Hope are the musings of
Hope Moran that can be found at
www.hopemoran.com and also on
Facebook and Messiah’s monthly
newsletter offering hope through
ordinary life observations where
hope is needed in extraordinary
times. Thank you for reading!

9

Ministries

Come join Mike Madigan, Hope Moran, Helen Kays, Cathy Canfield,
Carol Kussmann, Joe Kempf, Julie Oehme, Phyllis Bridwell, and Dan Ahrens as
we provide Worship Services at local Assisted Nursing Centers. You can
participate by reading scriptures, leading prayers, assisting with communion, and/
or sitting and visiting with residents who attend the worship services. Assistants
are at welcome at one, numerous, or all of the worship services scheduled. Listed
below are the worship services for this month:
April 7th

Thursday, at Traditions, 1:30 p.m.

April 13th

Wednesday, at Brownsburg Meadows North, 2:00 p.m.

April 19th
April 19th

Tuesday, at Brownsburg Healthcare, 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday, at Brownsburg Meadows Memory Care, 2:00 p.m.

April 20th

Wednesday, at Brownsburg Meadows South, 2:30 p.m.

April 21st
April 21st

Thursday, at Brooke Knoll Villages, 11:00 a.m.
Thursday, at Traditions, 1:30 p.m.

April 27th

Wednesday, at Brownsburg Meadows North, 2:00 p.m.

For more information contact Mike Madigan at 715-340-5386.

There are several dates for 2022 especially after Lent to share
our love for God and enhance our worship space. The flowers
are then shared with our shut-ins, members that are nursing
home residents or the families that sponsored the flowers
after being used for worship.
The cost of flowers is $40 and can be split if there are 2
sponsors for a particular week to $20/vase. There is a sign up
chart in the narthex or gathering area outside the sanctuary.
Checks are payable to Messiah and sent to the church office.
Flowers are a part of the ministry overseen by Altar Guild
and Worship and Music board. Please consider enhancing
our worship with flowers.
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Save the Dates—Lent and Holy Week 2022

Wednesday
April 6

Soup Supper at 5:30 p.m.
Worship at 6:30 p.m.
In person and on Zoom
*Those on zoom are
welcome to share in a
time of fellowship
beginning at 5:30 p.m.
Hope will be sending out
soup recipes.

Maundy Thursday
Services
Thursday, April 14
12:00 p.m.—Service of
Healing
7:00 p.m.—Stripping of the
Altar

Palm Sunday Services
Sunday, April 10
9:00 a.m.—Traditional
11:00 a.m. Contemporary
Holy Communion
Recognition at the
9:00 a.m. service

Good Friday Services

Easter Sunday Services

Friday, April 15

Sunday, April 17

12:00 p.m.—Stations of the
Cross

9:00 a.m.—Traditional with
Brass

7:00 p.m.—Good Friday
Tenebrae Service

10:00 a.m.—Easter Breakfast
11:00 a.m.—Contemporary
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WOMEN’S

MINISTRIES
Women’s Ministries April 2022

This year has gotten off to a great start with the Winter Warm Up event held in February. The
event fed countless friends and neighbors during the month of February with soup deliveries,
and the congregation donated 586 pairs of socks and gloves to Family Promise. What a
fantastic show of support and love to those we know and to those in need! The event
culminated with a Soup Supper in the KFLC where the participants enjoyed an evening of good
food, fellowship and a slide show of soup deliveries. Thank you to all who donated and
participated.
The next event sponsored by Women’s Ministries is the Mad Hatter Tea Party and Mini
Retreat. This event will be held on Saturday, April 2nd at 9:30 a.m. in the KFLC. The cost is
$5 per person. Although sign-ups have been posted in the narthex, last minute guests are
always welcome. Please contact Marsha Banks.
Our next event is the spring Soap and Sugar Scrubs sale, beginning April 23rd.
Product information and prices will be posted in upcoming e-news and worship
announcements.
Women's Ministries is inviting all of Messiah to participate in a collection drive for the
residents of the Hendricks County Home, Cypress Gardens located in Danville from
May 1st - June 4th. Beginning April 30th there will be a 'Giving Tree" in the Narthex with tags
listing the needed items. Grab a tag, purchase the item and bring it to church. Donations
include personal care items, crafts, kitchen and bathroom supplies. Please have all gifts to
church by June 4th.
Future events:
April 2: Mad Hatter Tea Party and Mini Retreat
April 23-May 1: Spring Soap & Sugar Scrub Sales
May 1-31: Service project for Cypress Manor (Hendricks County Home)
June 5: Cookies and Canvas

Current Women’s Bible Studies:
Wednesday Morning
Held in person in KFLC

Wednesdays at 9:30a.m.
New study beginning April 6th

Joanna Circle Bible Study
Held in person in KFLC

Monday, April 11th at 7:00 p.m.
Studying: The Woman of Samaria

Mary Martha Circle Bible Study
Held in person in KFLC

Tuesday, April 12th at 9:30 a.m.
Leader: Helen Kays

Ruth Circle Bible Study
Held in person in KFLC

Monday, April 18th at 7:00 p.m.

Esther Circle Bible Study

TBD: Contact Sarah Ewing
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Progressive Dinner is back for 2022
After experiencing a two year hiatus for this event, the
Fellowship Board is pleased to announce that this year’s
Progressive Dinner will be held on Saturday, May 7th
beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the KFLC.
Our theme for the evening is the Kentucky Derby.
As in previous years, we will enjoy appetizers together at
church, travel to host homes for salads, then to other
homes for an entrée, and reunite back at church for
desserts. House hosts will be needed, so please indicate
your interest on the sign-up poster. Donations of
appetizers and desserts are also needed. This event is a
great opportunity to enjoy some fellowship, food and fun!
Tickets are $10 per person and will be sold each Sunday in
April.
Sign up on the poster in the narthex, or e-mail Donna
Effner: dle510@yahoo.com to be included.

Messiah’s Cookies & Canvas Event
Instructor: Laura Fox Wallis
Sunday, June 5 from 2-4 p.m.
A live, fun-filled Cookies and Canvas Event
for both adults and kids over 6 is being
sponsored by Women’s Ministries on Sunday,
June 5 from 2-4 p.m. The cost is $25 per
person with cookies, canvas and supplies
included. The money raised will support the
Fall Women’s Retreat and Missions of the
Month. Sign up in the narthex begins May
1. So, gather your kids, grandkids, friends
and family together for a fun afternoon
creating your personal masterpiece!
Or, if you can’t make it June 5, sign up for the
online pre-recorded version and paint in your
PJs in the comfort of your own home
whenever day/time is convenient! The
pre-recorded version will be emailed and all
the supplies you would need will be available
for pick up by Monday, June 6 through
June 12.

Women's Ministries is inviting all of
Messiah to participate in a collection drive
for the residents of the Hendricks County
Home, Cypress Gardens located in Danville
from May 1st - June 4th.
Beginning April 30th there will be a 'Giving
Tree" in the Narthex with tags listing the
needed items. Grab a tag, purchase the item
and bring it to church. Donations include
personal care items, crafts, kitchen and
bathroom supplies. Please have all gifts to
church by June 4th.
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WOMEN’S

MINISTRIES

Psalm 121:7-8
“I lift up my eye to the hills – where does my help come from? My help comes from
the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot slip- He who watches over you will not slumber; indeed, He
who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.
The LORD watches over you – the LORD is your shade at your right hand; the sun
will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night.
The LORD will keep you from all harm – He will watch over your life; the LORD will
watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.”
It would be easy to read these verses and apply them to our lives, wouldn’t it? Each
and every day of our lives, God is watching over us, protecting us from harm, evil, and
all manner of terrible things. As a child, I pictured Heaven as a place perched on
white fluffy clouds and eternal sunshine. I don’t think I ever considered what God
looked like. But, if I had to guess, I’m sure I saw Him as an older man dressed in
white robes with a lush white beard rippling down his chest. In the context of these
verses, I would imagine God peering down upon His children, waving His hands to
chase away the troubles that may bother them and making sure nothing troubled
them.
This psalm is one of the Psalms of Ascension, one used for an uphill battle. It is also
sometimes used before a journey whether that journey is long or short. If we think
about the psalm in these terms, we can bring more meaning to it. Over the last few
years, it seems we, collectively, and perhaps individually, have faced so many
challenges, things we’ve had to go up against. We may ask, as we’re looking up, who is
going to be there with us, be our right hand man, be our lookout as we sleep? The
answer to all these questions is, of course, our Heavenly Father. He is there at the
apex waiting with open arms. He is there beside us as we climb. He is there providing
shade in the heat of the day. He is there each and every moment of our lives.

And yet, it is easy, certainly, to ask where has He been during these last two years? It
would be so easy to abandon our faith as we’ve climbed the mountain of this
pandemic, faced illness, encountered unemployment, or experienced intolerance. But,
the answer to all of this apprehension is the quiet assurance of faith. God has not
abandoned us at all. The Psalmist did not promise an end to earthly harm. His
message is God watches over us constantly…loving us and waiting for us to come to
Him. He has been beside us during these uncertain times just as He was beside us
before and will be after. His love is unending and eternal.

—Marsha Banks
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FAMILY PROMISE

IMMEDIATE NEEDS WISH LIST
Items may be taken to the Resource Center at 238 N. Vine Street, Plainfield, IN.
Call first to verify their hours 317.296.3742












Cereal
Pasta Sauce
Fruit Cups
Rice
Beans
Mac & Cheese
Applesauce
$15 Blue Speedway Gas Cards
Laundry Detergent
Women’s Deodorant
Bottled Water

FAMILY PROMISE NEEDS OUR HELP!
Service Opportunity!

It is such a great day when a family finally gets to move into their new
home and know that everything is going to be all right for them and
their kids. Family Promise, through generous donations from the
community, if able to furnish their new homes, saving families
hundreds, if not thousands of dollars they would have had to spend to
make their place habitable.
Recently, we have been struggling to find people in the community
willing to donate a couple hours a month to help take furniture to
these grateful families. If you have a truck or a couple of hands you
would be willing to donate, please come share in the joy our parents
and kiddos feel on move in day! Please reach out to Lisa at
463.226.3053 or by email at lisa@familypromisehendrickscounty.org if you
are interested in helping!

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.MESSIAHELCA.COM
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11 A.M. GRACE SERVICE
Looking for a place to be authentically who you are? Want to
come to a place that challenges the scarcity mentality that life,
capitalism, oppression, or hierarchy can plant inside of us?
Come be filled to the brim with God’s lavish love. Come hear
how God has already claimed you as God’s own and nothing you
can do will ever change or erase that! You are invited to pursue
the wealth of the life God wants for you. You will see that God
wants you just as you are! You are enough. Come as you are,
with all that you are.
GRACE Contemporary Worship

Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

Kinney Family Life Center

This worship theme “FULL TO THE BRIM” occurs April 3 —April 17 followed by 50 Days of Easter. Come for
one service or all of them. Featuring contemporary Christian music with drums, guitar, bass, keyboard and lead
vocals. Seating around tables. Very casual and laid back. Come be filled to the brim with God’s love, joy and
peace! Invite friends and neighbors!
April 3
Full to the Brim: Brazen Acts of Beauty
God is brazen in turning tears into joy. Not so long after their brother Lazarus dies and is raised from the dead,
Mary and Martha joyfully welcome Jesus into their home. Mary pours out fragrant perfume (perhaps originally
intended to anoint her brother’s body after death) and it fills the whole room. This is a brazen act of beauty.
Beauty is resistance to death; beauty is an act of love. Her anointing of Jesus’ feet is also a public act of worship.
Her faith does not hide; it is not frugal. It is embodied, broken open, and poured out. This isn’t a frugal faith—it
is an abundant, extravagant faith. Mary’s act is also risky—she puts her full body into it, sort of like a protest. She
exhibits a shameless and brazen faith.
April 10
Full to the Brim: Even the Stones Cry Out!
As Jesus enters Jerusalem, the multitude of disciples begins to joyfully shout with praise. The Pharisees try to
silence them, but Jesus responds: “I tell you, even if these were silent, the stones would shout out” (Luke 19:40).
All of creation cries out with praise—that message rises above the noise, even if the oppressive powers want to
silence it. As we begin our walk through Holy Week, let us ask: What can’t be silenced? What must be said? What
things can we not stay quiet about? What is bubbling up that we need to give voice to—faith questions, apologies,
issues of justice, truth-telling? As we go deeper into the story, the truth will soon be set free.
April 17
Full to the Brim: An Expansive Life
Mary Magdalene, Joana, Mary the mother of James, and the other women go to the tomb with spices to tend to
Jesus’ body. When they find the tomb empty and are stunned by the presence and words of the men in dazzling
clothing, they remember. They remember what Jesus had said, which compels them to go out and tell the story.
Even in utter shock, they return to their deepest knowing and allow themselves to receive the expansiveness of
resurrection. Their imaginations and hearts expand, and they must take action in response. Many of the disciples
won’t open themselves to this expansiveness and reject it. Peter is curious enough to return to the tomb, and as a
result, he is filled with amazement and awe. How do we carry forth what we have learned this Lent? Can we be
curious enough to return and remember? Can we allow ourselves to be filled with expansive hope? Can we trust
in the expansive promise of new life, and carry that promise with us wherever we go?
April 24
Hard to Believe!
In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it is hard to believe, we will
invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days. Because it is hard to believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to believe, the risen Jesus will return
to us again and again in the mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering
us God’s peace.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.MESSIAHELCA.COM
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CONGRATULATIONS!
Congrats to Adam and Talli Hoersten upon the birth of their son, Solomon Gene Hoersten, born on
January 29.
Congrats to Rob and Andrea Einterz upon the birth of their son, Xavier James Einterz, born on May 17

WITH APPRECIATION
From Judy Phillips: “I would like to thank everyone at Messiah for the cards, meals, visits and phone
calls during my recovery from rotator cuff surgery & subsequent knee problem. It’s such a blessing to
have my Messiah family supporting me with prayer!”
From Joe Kempf: “A word of thanks from me to all my Messiah friends for the cards, prayers, food,
snacks, well-wishes, and offers of help extended to me during my recent stay in the hospital and my
recuperation. I am truly blessed to have such a caring Messiah family. May the Lord bless you all!”
Patsy Wilson would like to thank all her Messiah friends for celebrating her 94th birthday with her.
From Wernle Youth and Family Treatment Center: “Your recent donation of $260.75, given on
3/4/2022, becomes a tool in our efforts to heal lives and restore families. Thank you all for helping us
give these kids a chance in life!”—Chris Parker, Church Relations Officer
From the Richard L. Roudebush VA Medical Center: ”On behalf of the Richard L. Roudebush VA
Medical Center patients and staff, we would like to extend our appreciation to you for your donation of 3
Christmas lap blankets. It is through the efforts of community partners like you that allow us to continue
the quality care and services that we seek to provide for our deserving Veterans.”

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
February Average Weekly Offering
February Average Attendance

$9,489.74
155

For online giving visit www.messiahelca.com and click on the “Secure Online Giving” link in the upper
right corner. Offerings may be dropped off at the church office weekdays between 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
or put into the offering plate in the entrance to the sanctuary during any worship service. Thank you for
giving so generously to God’s mission at Messiah.
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Pr. Erik
Vanessa
Anna
Laura
Sue
Nathan
Ruth
Deb
Jon
Christie
Reis
Karl
Kristin
Kelli
Addie
Jason
Krista
Laura
Henry
Jacob
Hannah
Jack
Adam
Jill
Trudy

Allen
Bremer
Ewing
Kazamek
Ritchotte
Servos
Goodell
Christy
Jordan
Hoaglin
McMillan
Buetow
Faletic
Grothen
Imel
Spratt
Fay
Roberts
Hoersten
Willman
Demaree
Faletic
Hoersten
Uhlenkamp
Land

4
6
7
9
9
13
15
18
18
19
19
20
20
21
22
23
23
24
24
25
28
29
29
29
30

Doug and LeAnn Bruns

05

Rev. Jim and Barbara Wetzel 09
David and Lynn Bedard

16

Gary and Karen Vollen

18

Tim and Vicki Smith

21

Doug and Jennifer Bradley

25

18

APRIL
2022
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ONLINE AND IN-PERSON
WORSHIP SERVICES

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP
Saturday evening worship at 5:30 p.m.,
offered in person only.
SUNDAY TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
Sunday morning worship at 9:00 a.m. in
person and via Zoom. Zoom ID 805 787233
WEEKLY GROUPS
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Join the men at Messiah on Monday evenings at
7:00 p.m. in person at Messiah. Zoom available if
requested.

SUNDAY CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
Sunday morning worship at 11:00 a.m. in
person.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Meets weekly at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesdays, in person
at Messiah
FRIENDS IN CHRIST BIBLE STUDY
Meets weekly at 3:00 p.m. Wednesdays via Zoom ID
830 6152 0834 and Passcode 876134.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
FOOD PANTRY
Hendricks County Residents may visit once a month.
The pantry is open every 2nd and 4th Saturday 10:00
a.m.—Noon. Bring ID and proof of residence.
CLOTHING PANTRY
Open in conjunction with the Food Pantry. Currently
only accepting clothing donations from Messiah
members.
BLESSING BOX
Please consider donating items directly into this box by
the recycle bin on the north side of the parking lot.
Items most in need are: Beefaroni-type products with a
pull top lid; individual mac & cheese and cereal cups;
small bottles of water and juices; small applesauce and
fruit cups. Thank you for your donations!

DAILY PRAYER ONLINE
Monday through Saturday at 10:00 a.m. on
Zoom ID 859 4027 5299 Passcode 081575
Join once, often or always for a devotion
and time of prayer.

CONFIRMATION & HIGH SCHOOL
YOUTH GROUP
Sundays at 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Alternating Fellowship: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

BUILDING GUIDELINES
If you are visiting in person, please know
that if vaccinated, masks are optional. If not
vaccinated, masks are strongly encouraged.
Please be respectful of others’ desire to
social distance.
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Evening Worship:
•

5:30 p.m. In Person Only

Sunday Worship In Person and via Zoom:
•
•

Traditional 9:00 a.m.
Contemporary 11:00 a.m. (in person only)

CHURCH COUNCIL EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
President: Karla Bodie
Vice President: Todd Barker
Secretary: Debbie Hood
Treasurer: Dennis DeClercq

CHURCH COUNCIL BOARD DIRECTORS










Spiritual Life: Dan Ahrens
Worship & Music: Carole Barnaby-Boyle & Cathy
Canfield
Open Hearts:
Stewardship: Randy Effner
Church Properties: Kyle Uhlenkamp
Fellowship: Erin Cooper
Parish Communication: Amy Allen
Social Ministry: Lisa Buetow
Christian Education: Trevor Ewing

MUTUAL MINISTRY TEAM FOR PASTOR ERIK



Lynn Bedard
Nicole Corder

MUTUTAL MINISTRY TEAM FOR HOPE MORAN




Roy Canfield
Sarah Ewing
Tom Barker

MUTUAL MINISTRY TEAM FOR HANNAH DEMAREE
 Kelly Barker
 Eric Willman

VISION STATEMENT
Creating CHRIST-CENTERED Community

MISSION STATEMENT

STAFF AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Erik Allen—Pastor
If you need pastoral care, contact Pastor Erik
on his cell phone 775-750-7266
Email: pastor.erik@messiahelca.com
Pr. Erik takes Thursday and Friday as his
regularly scheduled days off
Hope Moran—Director of Ministries
Cell phone 317-910-6080
Email: hope.moran@messiahelca.com
Hope takes Friday & Saturday as her
regularly scheduled days off.

Trent Whisenant—Music & Choir Director
Email: trent.whisenant@messiahelca.com
Hannah Demaree—Director of Youth and
Family Ministry
Cell Phone: 317-331-3754
Email: hannah.demaree@messiahelca.com
Hannah takes Tuesday and Saturday as her
regularly scheduled days off.
Tracey Shaw—Administrative Assistant
Email: tracey.shaw@messiahelca.com

Christie Hoaglin—Finance Administrator
Email: christie.hoaglin@messiahelca.com
CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone: (317) 852-2988
Fax: (317) 852-9022
Office Hours: M - F 9 :00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
Email: info@messiahelca.com
Prayer Chain: prayers@messiahelca.com
One or more staff member will be in the office
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Monday -Friday. Please
call the church office (317-852-2988) before
stopping by to see if the staff member you need
to visit is in.
MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH
801 South Green St.
Brownsburg, IN 46112

As believers in Jesus Christ, Messiah Lutheran
Church is a fellowship of Christian faith called by
God to gather, grow and go as disciples of Christ.

www.messiahelca.com
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